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This-'n'~That

opring has rolled around again, and it is time for our annual glance at
Arkham House productions. In this column a year ago we gave a list of those vol-
wios that were scheduled to appear. All but the last four thereon have actually
done s0, and three of these are expected in 1946; Shambleau and Gthers, by C. L.
toore, will not be published by arkham House, but there is reason to expect that
it will be issued under another aegis. Here, however, are those books expected
within the coming year, in the probable order of appearance:

The Doll and One Qther, by Algernon Blackwood $ 1,50
The House on the Borderland and Other MNovels, by Wm, Hope Hodgson 5,00
Fearful Plemsures, by A. s Uo.pard 3,00
Revelations in Black, by Carl Jucobi 3,00
Skull-ruce and Others, by Robert E. Howard 5,00
West India Lights, by Henry &, Whitehead 3,00
Thig iiortal Coil, by Lady Cynthis Asquith 3,00
Dark Curnival, by Ray Bradbury 3,00
Slan, vy A. E. Van Vogt 2400
Night's Black Agents, Fritz Leiber, Jr, 3,00
The Tr.velling Grave and Other Stories, by L., P. Hartley 3.00
Carnucii, the Ghost-Finder, by William Hope Hodgson 2,50

Dark of the lioons: Poems of Fantasy and the lacabres by AWe Dorleth 2,50

The first title above is already available; the next three are anticipated by the
summer of this years the half-dozen then following by fall; and the final trio
are scheduled for appearance in the winter of 1946-7,

annong the anthologies that huve eppeared since our last issue are the

following: liho Knocks?, edited by August Derleth (Rinehert, $2%); And the Darks-

,nesg Falls, edited by Boris Karloff (World, $2%); uue Lorgue No, 1, edited by
Rex Stout and Louis Greenfield (Creative Age, $2i); and The Best of Science Fig-
tion, edited by Groff Conklin and bearing an introduction by John W. Campbell,
Jr. (Crown, $3). The first two and the last bear our unqualified approvale--es-
pecially the fine collection assembled by Mr, Conklin; Rue lorgue No, 1, however,
is definitely an item to steer clear of, for it is predominately an agssembly of
mediocre mystery stories, with & couple of markedly inferior yarns from Weird
Tales (ons by Seabury Quinn!) tossed in.

Three science=fiction novels have recently appeared, of which the most
neted is perhaps Franz Worfol's ptur of the Unborm (Viking, $3)s In this, the
author's last work, we are subjected to a sort of utopian travelegue through the
world of 100,000 A.D. Werful toys with meny themes, but manages to develop fecw
of thom; as a result the book's dramatic high points ere few, and in totality the
ptructure verges on the pedestirian, Illore interesting than this are two volumes
put out by the Buffalo Book Cos: John Taine's Timo Siream and The Skylark o f
Space by S. B, Smith, novels which appeared originally in pre-1930 issues of s¢i-
ence-fiction magazines, and which have not since bocr availavle, These are pric-
od at $3 aupiece, and may be obtained by remitting to tue publichers at 271 Deyle
Ave., Providcnce 6, R. I, Fantasy Commentator reccicnis ootn,.

In the realm of pure fantasy we have Frani Tacnlin's Bear that Wasn't
(Dutton, ¢li), a delightful tale that is simply u wmust; rcp->ti's Mermaid, by Guy
and Constance Jones (Rendom, $2%), an equally charming tole ©picsd with humer and
just a dash of allegorical satire; Jerome Dreifuss' Furloush from Heaygn, where-
in a survey of our civilization is conducted by the shude of Leonardo da Vinei
{rown, $24); Frank Baker's Embers (Coward-licCann, $2%), wuich tells of an Enge-
lishman who lives happily with his five cats and whose real company is the dream
of the woman he loved and lost; and The Pale Blonde of Jandg Street, by Williem

{concluded on page 252
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The Superman in lodern English Fiction

by
Richard Witter

Introduction ¢
w

. upermen---wvhat are they: mutations, freaks, o® the successful results
i. .isuic experiments?! Since the appearance of the first modern story con-
I N . at the turn of the century, many authors have deslt with possibili-
ties imp:ied by these questions. The fictional beings resulting have thus as-
sumed verious forms and been endowed with diverse powers superior to those of the
norral homo sapiens.

However, they all fall into two broad elagsifications, The first in-
cludes what I shull henceforth term "singular superuen': those unique individuals
possessing no fellows who share their ebnormal characteristics., In the second
category, on the other hand, are the ones who are members of larger groups; these
will be referred to hereafter as "raciel supermen," A further dividing line has
proved helpful in treating the theme: "subjective" and "objective" supermen. By
the former, I refer to those who arc¢ largely dominated by their surroundings---
in short, ones which succumb to the incrtia of the world about them; those of the
latter, on the contrary, attewpt to mold their enviriomments to suit their own
personal needs und wishes, soldom secking escape from antagonistic reaction,

Cortain cases must naturclly be omitted from consideration, if only in
order to keep this article within the bounds of manageable length, Among such
exclusions are robots, whether mere mechaniecal gudgets or machines operated by
intelligence (as Binder's Adam Link); extra-terrestrial creatures, either in hu=
man form or otherwise; visitors to this world from the past er future (e.g., the
ones in Qut of the Silence) that heve attained a high degree of racial advance-
ment; superbeings not belonging to the genus homo sepiens (for example, Staple~
don's Sirius); men who can fly, walk on water, or perform similar featg~=-which
thus excludes Eric Ihight's Sam Smell and "The Trawp" of L, Ron Hubbard,, Since
their appearance in science-fiction's history, such fabuious characters *&s Buck
Rogers., liawk Carse and Kimbal hinnison have grown in stuture to the point where
they are considered virtually superhumen; this is rol & true interpretation of
fact, however, as they are merely human beings sligitly ubove normal for their
respective times, and consequently warrant no mention nore. Lastly, one veriety
has been deliberately omitted-=~=or included only in thoso cases where superhuman
powers arc possesged in addition to the chief claim for faue. This claim rests
on immortality, a theme found in such works as Phra the Phoonician, After the Af-
terncon and "The lan Who Awoke" series. These and other similar items form the
basis for a future companion article to be titled "The Immortal Man in Modern

English Fiction,"

L B

Book On¢: ‘The Singular Superman

I
Birth or Creation

Simplest of all raisons d'etre for a superman is that of eimply having
him arrive unexplainecd on tho scene., This device ig utilized in Fearn's "Mental
Ultimate," Weinbaum's New Adam and the Englishman's @ladiator, The Fiervy Cate of
Ronald Fraser. One is tempted to relegate them to a natural mutant origin.

such mutantg, while probably easiest to postulate, are also ithe most
plausible, For these reasc:s wutations of various kinds are often encountereda-
mong singular superman, thouzi only rarely are they specifically stated to be of
natural origin. Two exeamples ure "But Without Horns," where heterogeneous rays
bombarding the planet are assigned responsibility, and "The World of A,"in which
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A. B. Van Vogt presents a natural mutant born with a double brain,

Unnetural mutants are all found in Gladiator, Thus Far, "The Nth Man,"
"The Adaptive Ultimate," "Big Lian" and "Superhuman," They are the results of
prenatal injections, continued in some instances postnatally, Some unnatural mue
tents have aleo been obteined by the effects of applied radimtion. For exumple,
Bork, of Taine's "Seeds of Life," is an ordinary workaday laboratory essis‘unt
until accidental exposure to a twenty million volt X-ray tube eonverts hi. alo
the super=brilliant llanuel de Soto,

The largost non-mutant class is that of supermen artificially or s*od
by humen hunds., "The Intelligence Gigantic" is brought into beingby playing in-
ensified rays on the component purts of e humen body. In a matter of hours the
intelligence gains full stuture of maturity with the ebility to use all portions
of his bruin---the same bruin .osgossed by every normal persen, but who is capa-
ble of utilizing only one-fiftn of it, "The Atavar'of H, L, Gold is molded com=-
pletely before life is brought to the body; as in the former eese, rays are chief-
ly responsible. The same author's excellent mystery novelette "Problem in Nure
der" contains the identical basic themee=~but since here the potentially perfect
man remains merely an unanimated lump of flesh, this story is excluded from close
consideration, "The Iron God" reverts back to "The Intclli once Cigantic" in that
its chief cnuracter is treated through infancy, thouli tie cclls have been pro-
vided by =« normal union of man end woman., Rays plus i::7 3%her miscellaneous in-
gredients determine tho make=up of this being, who is g w.itic both in size and
mental stature, Hermes, in "The Smallest God," comcs irx.o noing wheon the results
of an unsuccessful atom-smashing experiment bring iifc to « 1ittle rubber statu-
etto that has held down papers on a scientist's desk., This bizarre accident pro-
duces a genius whoso creation is wholly unanticipated.

An outré being indeed is George Witherspoon, prot conist of "The Rebel
Soul" and "Into the Infinite," who is hurled into the depths of space and time to
attain his supernatural powers, FProecisely how this little cxpedition is accom-
plishod; and how it bonefits Witherspoon is extremely vapguec in the stories, but
us they are mainly pure fantasy wny great amount of detailed concrete explana-
tion would probably seem out of place. Another unusual superman is Dake Brad-
field, "The lLan from Hell," who is quite similar to George Witherspoon, T he
testing of an atomic bomb that he has invented and been slain for possession of
brings him back to life in superhuman form., The bomb thus gains for him titanic
physical stawina and an enriching association with minds that have continued ac-
tively alive for countless years after their bodies have died,

wxtenuating envirionment is the last of the methods used for producing
supermen, The basis for Feurn's "Golden Amazon" series is a human, Earth=- born
baby that is spacewrecked on Venus &nd reared there without being shielded frem
Cosmic radiation by the Heaviside Layer of this planet. There results a woman of
herzulean sirength, Superman, of juvenile comic-strip fame that has made him vir-
tually a national institution, is a product of similar cir~umstances, except that
hs hes been born and brought up on an alien world possess.ng great gravitational
pull; this envirionment gives him tremendous muscular pouwor upon his return to
Earth, Asrn, of John VW, Campboll's "Mightiest liachinc¢," is tnot.or such char-
acter. Lustly and leastly comes Il. P, Shiel's Igle of Liss. w.osc being is ele=
vated in stature by psychological training and the primal orvirioriicnt of a des-
ert island. Such an explanation is wholly improbable-=--but sinco woat of Shiel's
matorial is highly improbable anyway this criticism is porheps rcdundant,

II
The Physical Superman

Physical supormen are all of the subjective type, having the shortcom-
»ag of average mentality., Thus they seek only to escape from the fear, huts snd
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persecution heaped upon him by lesser peoples. lacking in most cases the necess=-
ary mentalily o overcome such antagonism, their lives are a continuous seurch
for internal and external peace. lere, zs in almost every instance of the sing-
ular superuwan, the plots encountered are little more than fictional biograpiies,
with their subjects in the limelight at all times,

The general pattern followed is that of normal birth, attempts to for=-
get their abmnormality through lewding a routine, commonplace life, and firlly
deathweemet either at their own ununds or at the collective ones of normal people
surrounding them---to escape from their troubled lives, Death 1s the uitimatle
golution, the answer to all problems,

lypical of this pattern is Fred Orwell, fruiterer and grocer of The
Fiery Gate. A port-time superman, his gargantuan sirength exists only during exe
treme emolional stress, IUnder usuzl circumstances he is merely an average citie-
zen in a war-torn country. As his abnormality is of @ temporary nature, he es-
capes to a purtial degree the persecution inflicted upon the others, succeeding
far betier in his attempts to lead an ordinary life, Tho novel's title is de-
rived frow its final chapter, wherein he meets his dccm plunging through the
brick wull of a burning and bomb-racked building in an affort to reach his wife.

A gimilar instance is presented by the hacun:yod "Short Wave superman”
of Robert Luslie Bellem, This time, however, the deeired resultsare accomplish-
od through suturation of an average humen heing witit uilr.-zusrt waves, Aecord-
ing to the author this process has an only temporary effec: (.asting obut twenty-
four hours) so that the hero's status as a superman is questionable, The plot
deals rather tritely with an alien sabateur in wartime, onid is of no interest
beyond the methods it uses for instillation of superhuman . uwlities,

ouperman himself has hardly any plot surrounuding uhis varied activities
after the origin of his abnormal powers has been rc..ted, In brief, he attempts
t0 lead an outwardly normal life, while behind the scenes he reverts to the role
of a futuristic Robin Hood, alding those in distress and fighting against crime,
After perusing a few episodes in his career the reader is likely to invoke lark
Twain's adage, "Where everything is possible, nothing is interesting." Superman
has done far more harm than good to the field, The juvenile casting of such
characters as he, Buck Rogers and Flash Gordon has caused the general public to
relegate all flights of fantasy to the adolescent level---an opinion certainly
not being contradicted by such current publications as Thrilling Wonder Stories,
Amazing Storios or Fantastic Adver! ras. The present attention being given the
ficld as a result of the atlomic bor . is serving in numerous ways to rectify this
fallacy,

The chief character of Philip VWylie's Gladiator, borna.physical super-
man, bears the brunt of hate and persecution from earlisst infancy. Football
star, circus strong man, world war hero, Hugo Danner finds that the world has no
place for hLis extroadinary telents, Only seldom ig lis frii‘lescs existence of

turmoil and strife brightened by partial understan.i.i.; from sensitive human be=-
ings. Finally, in mental chaos, he cries aloud frow ¢ mountsin summit to what-
ever god there may be for a solution to his problemss ...is urrives in the guise

of a bolt of lightning, and he is allowed to seek in dortit the internal peace
that he has vainly striven for throughout life,

48 loug as she remains on Venus, the planet of her 1pbringing, t h e
Golden Amazon escipes most of the troubles that have befallen her fictional
counterparts; having left it, however, events follow the expected course, The
plots she enlivens are of the inconsequential "pulp" variet: , dealing with frus-
tration of an attewpted conquest of Earth ("The Gnlden Amazon"); thwarting e
planned destruction of the same world ("The Golden Amuzon Returns"); some pur=-
poseless weanderings about the planet Mercury of her twin offspring ("Children of
the Golden Amazon"); and so on, with minor variations.

Two ninor variations on the physical supernan theme have appeared i n
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recent times, Robert Bloch's "Stuporman" utilizes a novel dream-sequence to ap-
proach the subject; not even the most novel twist imaginable, however, could
triunph over the eir of hackneyed pseudo-sophistication this short story affects,
A more entertoining tele is "The Terrible Sense" of Thomas MeClary. Here a deaf
tan 1s given, by an ingeneous surgical operation, the audio-nervous system of a
bat. ‘uis successfully restores his hearing, but also initia’es a change of hig
entire orpunisn, Only accidental destruction of this zcquired supernormal facul-
ty preoveuvs his almost-complete transformation, into a bat frow. occurring,

(bince the publication of Wells' "New Accelerator" numerous tales have
postulated ..ethods of speeding up human faculties, ‘The products of these exper~
ients arc not physical superuan but sinply accelerated nornal nunans, and will
therefore reccive no detailed description here. Ixauples of thesce are found in
Coblentz's "“riple Geared," Gardner's "Year in a Day," Cloudy's "Swift Beast,"
and "The superman of Dr. Jukes" by George Weiss, Of late the "pulps" have added
g new twist by meking super athletes via this metnods These super sportsmen, in
ell cases except the last named, boxers, include Tracy's "Super Athlete," Repp's
"Gland Superman," VWellman's "Rinstein Slugger," Gleason's "Super Accelerator"and
"The Scientific Iiler of Bowler U.," by Donald Bern,

(snother bogus supermun is created in "The Invincible Crime Buster" of
Henry Gade, this time by surrounding a normal individual with an aura of impene-
trable force. This type---of which innumerable examples have appeared---is also
quite obviously bevond the pale of our discussion,)

III
The Mental Superman

In these higher types of supermen the objective variety makes appear-
ance in the wore advanced forms, but the lower forms remain subjective in most
cases. The general plot is still nearly the same for the latter, but in the
higher types its resolution essumes two distinct courses. For the majority the
solution rewains death, but an alternative one is sugpested---victory for the
superman with the world under his control. However, c¢ven with a twofold denou-
ment possible the mortality rate for supermen runs very i, s,

The very statement that Hannibal Lepsius of . .: .ole of Lieg is Buper=
human is controversial, but enough facts support it tc¢ ke cunsideration of the
novel necessary. Here is the exception to the general rule that the lowest su-
permen are subjective, for Lepsius--~although of tine lovest order possiblee~--is
still partially objective in type. Throughout the entire period of adolescence
he has been taught to believe in his great inferiority to mankind in general, Es-
caping frow his island prison he finds the exact reverse to be true, that he is
in fact superior. And so with supreme contempt for man he goes through 1life
shaping political destinies from behind the scenes from a great palace on a sol-
itary island where he reigns suprerc. His machinations to overthrow completely
the existing French government are finelly halted by & viel of acid thrown into
his eyes by a woman he had scorned.

iwental superman and avject physical weakling is Edmond Hall of The New
Adam, who has the fortune of being born with a double mind, As all his abnormal-
ities are not immediately apparent he is able to escape mass persecution, but
from those close to him hate and persecution arrives with a double vengesnce. A
slave to the beauty cf his wife, Hall succumbs to enervation in attempting 1t o
keep pace with the exacting dewsnds of her passionate love, An end comes to his
relatively uneventful life us n¢ wllows himself to be slain by his mate's reject-
ed suitor. Considering the magrificent intellect Weinbaum has bestowed upon him
the means leading to Hall's downfall seem rather illogical,

Van Vogt's "World of A" presents another multiple-minded being.  How=-
ever in this, his last superman novel to date, the author has attempted a story
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of universe-encompassing scope which leaves the reader confused rather than ewed.
After a beautifully executed background and e well-developed opening two=thirds,
Ven Vopt yreceeds to awe himgelf with the possibility of ex;°rling his stage to
cobrece o estire cosmos. As a result the novel becowes dull r:d uninteresting,
tnd, cousiucring the excellent earlier work of this avtior, flivwed to a disap-
pointin,, uxtent, Its impossibly complex plot beils do.n to somcthing like this:
With tne help of a warlike member of an intergalactic comuunity, a certain group
of men ars witempting domination of Earth, They plan t.o distortion and evene
.01l couplete overthrow of the games-machine, which is thneoretically allepere
‘evt nd which wes designed to select &ll officianls for Harth and Venus on the

g+ o1 merdit, Opposition to their plan comes frow a mutant that appeared hun-
~reis of yeurs xgo and made nuwaserous copies of himself, Cilbert Gosseyn is g
copy of this original mutant; "X," a member of the rebelling forces who is worke
ing against them from the inside, is himself anothcr copy; and the key to the én=-
tire mystory is "the master chossman" whose identity is never revealed. Although
the gemes-michine is destroyed according to plan, the rebels are frustrated in
the end by the invisible master chessman, and Gosscyn, the only copy of the super=
man left alive, scts sbout to rcpair the great damage done to the Earth, The
supposcdly stac cring implication of all this---viz,, that the galactic struggle
for poucr ig Itadlf but & tiny sermint in an even mightier drama---never receives
adequate cxpres.ion or develo icni. "The World of A" is likwise marred by a char-
acteristic “ound v neorly all of Ven Vort's plotss after starting in medias res
with both tue heru wru “ue rewdur conpletely befuddled, and proceeding at a rel=
atively lelisurely puce in opcuing chapters, the author proceeds to pack a solue
tien into an ending so abbreviwuted tuet half of the possibilities he has evoked
remain unexpluined-.

Victor Stott, of Beresford's Hampdenshire Wonder, is a magnificent in-
telligence iuat never develops beyond the period of adolescence. In his ell too
short lifcutiue he assimilates most of the the collected knowledre of mankind and
finds in all of it the recurring fallacy of limited tidrking, Ailmost completely
emotionluss, he succeeds in arousing the superstitiou. fuar .ad hate of the ig-
norant countryfolk residing near him. This culminstcs in the mysterious murder
that ends prematurely the life of a truly great brai., for ned Stott lived 1o
attain adulthood the advunces possible would have been slinst unimapinable,

Manuel de Soto, the laboratory giant in "Seeds of Life,"makes gigantic
strides in advancing the human race, Supremely contemptuous of the world's fi-
nancial lusts, he turns from inorganic research to the climaxing experiment of
his 1life. wout at the most cruciel point of his experiments he is again exposed
to the same radiation that rendered him superhuman. A retrogression occurs, and
he loses control of his experiments in the creation of artificial life, finally
being destroyed by a monstrosity hc himself had brought into being, -

Like Kanuel de Soto, the Tatelligence Gigantic is of the objective
type, and capitalizes easily upor the fear and hate surrounding him, All Dbut
completely invincible because of his titunic mentality, he achieves control of
the world within a relativoly suort tiic after his creation, Monumental advances
are achiovod, but the common uien is completely oppressed, ZImotionless and erti-
ficial boing thut he is, thu [ntelli cnce Gigantic wekes ne provision for the
emotional happiness of others. .ig dounfall and the obliteration of his works
occur et the hands of his cro ‘or, 'ud ufter a period of brief stagnation the
world proceeds forward onc. mcrw in its usual erratic way,

"The lental Ultimeto" is uxactly what the title suggests---the ultimate
in human wentality. Tiwe, space, cverytiiing in the cosmos lie unriddled within
his brain; everything, indecd, cxcept thc question of his own existence. Even
decath has beun forostalled. But naturc compensates for everything, and as cene
turies pass by he dininishes in stature until finally, long after Larth has ceas~
ed to exist, he becomes a pure mentality divorced frem ull body. (Gradually even
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the atoms of his brain close in upon themselves as did those of his body, and he
reaches oblivion. Nowhere in the realms of the superhuman does any muentality
watch that which Fearn bequeathed to the liental Ultimate,

IV
The "Perfect" Superman

"Ferfect" supermen are those who are both physically and mentelly su~
perior to the normal humen; this type cannot help being objective,

Li.e tugo Danner, "The Avater" tries his hand in every field, but un=
like the Gludictor Le schieves success in all, for he has the mentality to match
his perfect phrsiquo. Ho cmotionlessly engineers complete overthrow of all ex-
isting nuticaul govermments, ploniiug to reign supreme over the world himself,
On the ove oi tiis intendod coucuest, nowever, he is slein by the disillusioned
end for otiwn scientist respousivl. for his creation,

George Witherspoon is of much the same world-shaking intent, Russian
count, Cerman baron, nobleman in every-lane, he is all yet none of them, working
with evil irntent for the ultimate destruction of all existing world orders. As
the Rebel woul, sweeping beyond the confines of s human body, he is invulnerable,
invincilbié., Through the influence of his perfect mate Roselle, whose power for
accomplisiing good is equal to his for evil, he finally fights and destroys the
Rebel Soul wituin him, becoming once again a normal hw.on beling.

"The l.an from Hell" presents a superman reborrn thr ugh atomie energy,
though his new life has but a few weeks' duration, ieturaing with revenge in his
heart he kilis two of the men responsible for his death, and overcomes aplet for
world domination by his murderers,

Urr Galvin of Thus kur possesses a mind aluwost equal to the Mentel Ul-
timate's, and o perfect body to metch it, But the spice of man's life is the
constant gearch for the unknown, the unknown that for perfect Orr Galvin does not
exist, Incapable of meeting death either by violence or age, his mind is per=~
verted by the constant ennui of life into committing a series of horrible murders.
As a last resort he resigns himself to a collective body of the world's greatest
scientists, hoping to find, if possible, a method of escaping existence, His wish
is at last granted, for he is resolved into a euthanasia lasting for all eternity.

The extent of the superhuman qualities of John Miller are never fully
revealed as "But Without Horns" never presents a clear view of him, never refers
to him except in an indirect fuskhion. However, it can be easily seen that they
are fully equal to Orr Gulvin's. Fogo's plot revolves about the futilly heroic
attempts of three men to frustrctc bis dominotion of the glebe, The world slow-
ly changes into a utopian state withoul anyone save these three realizing that
it is under & directing influunce, Whe novel speeds to its climax as the three
seek out and eventually find tils superman extraordinery, intent on killing him,

The three wedged into the apartment of John }Miller,
They raced forward, One of them shouted, Or perhaps it was
all three of them together. It was despair, and rago, and
rare courage. Humans, going into battlec,

The door vibrated and closed.

It closed, and no guns spoke. oilence-=~and the
door did not open., Time passed~-~and the door did not open,

When, finally, the knob turncd, it was slowly. The
movement of the door, suinging wide, was a deliberate thing;
ceremonious.

«..The three men moved down the steps softly, pride
in the carriage of their heads. Three men going downstairs,
happy in the service of their master, the service of John

-~
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Killer; carrying down with them the hope of tne human race---
the spirit of all the centuries that might have come,
Three slaves,
v
The Macrocosmic Superman

Since Homer Eon Flint originated the giant superman with "The Nth Man"
numerous copies of his conception have appeared, nearly all of them distinctly
inferior to ithe original, 1In order that giants like these be classed as s: per-
human they must posgess mentalities to match their stature---for without such a
characteristic they would be simply overgrown but otherwise normal humwans, and
consequently fall outaide the palc of this discussion, Examples of the latter
type are of course lamoutahly cow: on, and range in quality from Wells' Foed of
the Gods uown to Nockiympe's Lotictic "Big ian,"

wh oy examy le of the superiwein titan is of the singular variety, no
one haviuyg ag yet descrilbed a roce of titen supermen, As has been previously
noted ol cuch beings are of normel human birth, their growth having been stimu-
lated artificiallyv by various wethods. The opposition they face throughout life
ig natvraily widespread, but at the same time their inherent gize is itself ben-
eficia’l in dealang with this, Nevertheless this advantnge dnes not enable the
typicel mucrocosmic supermen to ward 6ff early oxtinction, ttiuvh a few of his
kind do manuge to remain in quiet seclusion during twe.r iast cavs,

The original "Nth Man" is the result of a filher's expe:iments upon his
son, at first on @ desolate Pacific isle, and latoer in the adjuc- nt ocean itself.
At this superman's first appearance amid ecivilizaiic. he ovurthross the one-man
rule that has been set up in America by a financial ticoon, returning then to =«
whenes he cawne tc watch over thée land he has liberated.

another giant-from-tne-sea plot appears in Gold's "Out of .the Depths,"
The creature here beiongs to a species of ancient terrestrini piscine stock. Des=
pite his benevolscnt intent he is slain before he has succceded in staving off an
impending invasion of the planet, IDarth, however, wuncges to muddle through un-
aided. Synthetic giants, created for the purpose of téing radio-controlled b y
a lost race of Peruvian Incas with aspirations of ruling the world, are present=
ed to the unwary reader in Peter Horn's banal short story "Giants out of the Sun,”
Their status as superman, considering their mental level, is however adwit!-dly
open to questio.:.

The protagonist of the hackneyed "Iron God” of Williamson has been ar-
tificielly created by a scientist wno hopes to lead the world away from wars and
petty strife by its use. Put the pigaantic intelligence so produced sees nos hope
for accomplisghing this goaul so loar us humans cling to their habituasl prejudices
and hates, and prefers pergonal decrth to the deaths of thoge that would have +to
be put out of the way in order tc rewmodel the world, Like the Nth Man, the Iron
God has beon made in an effort to solve the world's problems; apain, however, the
copy is much inferior to the original,

Fearn's "Superhuman" is one of the few worthy efforts in the mecroces-
mic superman category, and in some respects it is the best. BPBrought into exist-
ence purely as & theoretical experiment, this being crceuds the wildest dreanms
of his creator, attaining a structure thet towers huncreds of feet into the air,
In his lonelincss he repeats upon an infant girl the same experimental procedure
that led to his owm creation. As the two attain maturity together they resolve
to conquer tihe world, reduce its inhubitants to tihe stito of vassaldomy, and to
mete that their kind may be perpetuated, envisioning & ruce of superhuman giants
which will eventually take over sole residence of the planet, This plot harks
back to that of “The Avatar," even to the ending when the giant is destroyed by
his own father on the eve of the intended conquest. "Superhuman" is second only

to "The Nth Lan,"
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VI
The Microcosmic Superman

although this class is in every way the exact antecedent of that nre=-
ccoding 1%, the listing of specific antitheses is made somewhat out of place by
the fact that, if we keep to our prescribed limitations and omit consideration of
feys, fairies, elves and similar little people, there is but one singular minia-
ture superman deserving citation.

Hermss, of Rocklynne's “Smallest God," has come into being through ac-
tidental means. He is an exact complement, in reduced gize, o0f his macrocosmic
cousing previousiy discussod; groat muscular power, supreme intelligence and the
avility ‘o communicats with other minds telepathicelly are emong his attributes.
Aftor ‘ecoming involved in an interesting series of adventures, this mighty mite
finaliy achieves the goal of his existence when his intellect is transferred to
e perfoct, artificially-created, human body, Although this novelette makes no
pretennions of being outsteanding, it nevertheless provides recding fare that is
lightly 2anc¢ plemsantly entertaining,

VIiI
The Evolution Superman

It was Edmond Hamilton who first.conceived the idea that the process of
evolution, as observed in nature, could be duplicated ertificially by fietional
laboratory methods. Though producing supermen by such mcans was probably inei-
dental to his purposes, one resulted in each of his two stories that treated the
plot: "The Liar Who Evolved" and "A Million Years Ahead," {cmewhat later e third
variation of the same idea appeared in "The Monstrosity of Evolution" by Thorp
McClusky,

In Bamilton‘s earliar effort a scientist, seeking to learn the ultie
mate height of men's evolution-scale, invents a machine that accelerates its user
at the rate of fi:ily million yeurs of evolution per fifteen minutes' exposure to
its radiatiom. &iter the initiul quarter-hour the subject's brain and body are
seen to evoive ¢qually; at the end of the next the body has begun to atrophy:; and
after the third tlo uody has shrunk to dimunitive appendages, entirely out of
proportior Lo tae si.t ¢f its Wuge craniume At this point the subject ie dissu-~
eded with difficulty from haliirg tho procesr himself, and emerging as despotic
ruler of the world, The enpardwen. .catinues until there remains nothing but a
huge palpitating brain, %he ultiuate gomi of homo gapiens. The last step reduces
this brain to a seething primel slime wheince all life originates.

The muthor's plaigarism of his own material results in an infinitely
inferior story. For & cash recompense an ex-criminal submits himself to the same
exporiient; this time, however, the process is stopped after a million years of
evoluiion have been accomplished. Upon release from the u'c.ine he sets out to
conquer the world, his plan being frustrated in typlec. & *.tvuien fashion when

the supervisiig scientist submits himself to the sw o nr-~--: urd overcomes him.
Both men are eventually devolved back to their originai forrs,
The superman produced in the same fashion o »cClusky plang to submit

everyone in the world to the same process, but is siuir t: ris creator before the
scheme can wateriaiize., The author casts interesting sidelirkts on the process,
reasoning that a superman evolved to live millions of yeers in the future, with
diminished staturc; expended cranium and weakened physicel structure, could ex-
ist under present-day conditions.. These and other scivntific theorizings seem
of more value thar the fiction cloaking them,

Lloyd A. Lehbach's "Valley of the Titans" discusses an attempted ac=
celeration of evolutionary processes also, but the unfortunste scientist depict=-
ed here succeeds cnly in producing devolution, The tele, too, seems more con=-
cerned with developing & love-interest than in anything else,
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VIII
The Adaptive Superman

Created by injection of e newly-discovered serum, Kyra Zelas, &a hope~
“ess tuberculosis case, becomes the basis for Weinbaum's "Adeptive Ultimate. She
hus tie aubility to adapt her organism to suit almost any preveiling envirionment,
even .. culoring of her hair and complexion changing naturally with the sun and
sen30ns. an ability to influence anyone about her to carry out her wishes mekes
her a monwce to the world, Fully realizing the extent of her powers, she laugh=-
ingly teunts the despairing scientists responsible for her crcation by plunging
a knife into her heart end then withdrawing it from an ungcarred bosom, Though
enestietics are impotent, they at last succeed in subduing this superwoman by an
stmosphere of carbon diexide, to which (being a metabolic waste product) eren her
super-adaptive body cannot adjust itself, An operation successfully carried out
while she is still insensible restores her again to normalcy.

It is only by charity that "The Chameleon kan" of William P, keGivern
can be included in this discussion, for it deels less with a superman than with
a normel human being unwittingly possessed of a body that adapts itself to blend
perfectly with its surroundings. ILittle plot surrounds this intriguing phenome-
non, the author foiling utterly to copitalize upon the novel variation he evokes,

Interesting though this concept is, these two stories alone have ex-
ploited its possibilitics, This stete of affairs is indeed an unusual exception
in the "pulp" field, where a new idea is as a rule prompily given a dozen unin-
spired elaborations soon after initial appearance, Thus excellent material for
a novel is still potentially present.

On this hopeful note closes the section on edeptive supermen and the
entire singular superman cutegory alike., From discussion of the stories here it
is easily seen that all conform to & single broad plot. Like them, those embody-
ing racial supermen also follow & distinct basie trend.

Book Two: The Racial Supermen

I
Birth or Creation

Recicl supermen who are natural mutants are incluled in "Slan," "Mini-
tgm Men" end "The Changeling." The entire race of slcns dipceads from original
mutant twins of opposite sex. The Changeling is born uitu nis unusual qualities
of totipotency inherent within him, though they are reccssive until made demin-
ent by nocessity. The first minimum men are born asexually and breed henceforth
hoterosexually; the original pathological birth of course produced twins, neces-
sary if the race werc to be perpctuated.

Keller's "Conquerors" and "The Evening Star," and "The Microscopic Gi-
ants" of Paul Ernst provide supcrmen who arc the results of their envirionment,
Thoge in the first two of the trio result when the human race separates early in
the dawn of history, one portion remaining on the surface and the other carrying
on existence beneath it. The latter, unhampered by the ravages of nature and the
constant wars of their ferocious cousins, evolve unhampered through thousands of
generations; the result is emotionless dwarfs that are glorified intellects with
atrophied bodies., Ernst also postulates & racial split early in history, with
one branch of the rece however penetrating much further toward the Earth's core.
There it grows ever more diuinutive becauss of the greater gravitational pull,
until protoplasm has assumed o dousity uliost equal to that of stone.

Both McClary's "Shori Wave Castle" and Sturgeon's "Microcosmic God" are
miniature superbeings produced by advanced evolutionary means, Intense ultra-
violst radiation is used by kicClary to reduce their life-span from & period of
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decades to one of mere weeks. As & result, dozens of generations appear and dis-
arpecr within the course of a single year. The Neophytos in  "ldcrocosmic God"
Gry¢ nroaucua by very similar means, Still another unusuel effort is Neil R,
Jevew' MLivtle Hercules," wherein the hero attains nig supernormal powers via an
tlomic cowpreossion, Stature is diminished to approximutely ¢ fourth of itg nor-
Lil valus by this method, whilst bodily strength is incrcascd manyfold,

in Kontrol, "The Supermen," and "The Isotope llen" normal individuals
are ail subjected to planned scientific experiments. The isotope llen result from
a sepuration of the human body into its isotopic purts, Two races are thus pro-
duced: one composed of the heavier isotopes that supposedly make up 99A of the
normal huwan body, and the second of the so-called "recessive" isotopes that ale
legodly constitute the remaining one percent. The first provides supermen who
possess the benevolent emotions, and the latter subhumans exemplifying nothing
but homo sapigng' bestial nature. "The Supermen" are created by no new method,
that of tawpering with the pinecal gland, Kontrol utilizes a modug operandi that
is more thun & little unconvincing---transplantation of the groatost minds into
the most perfect bodies of the world. "Lights and wheels and sparks as long as
your arm" arec said to accomplisi: this feat, although everything concerned with
the process remains unexplained iiroughout,

udd John and his coaorts alone aonear sans raison on the stenes No exe
planetion of their origin bein «ri7 frvth br the author,

20
Thy e wl Superman

All racial supermen possessing great intellects are of the objectiv
type, and whether or not a story biographide ' ono single individual---as in Odd
John---his actions can be taken as typical of the ri.ce to which he belongs., Re-~
elizing tuut they exist in a hostile world, these supermen work as a rule in a
single unit for a common purpose. As the inevitallc problems mount the solutien
essumes oither of two courses: that of racial suicide, or that of assimilation by
the normal humens surrounding them, As bofore, the mortality rate is very high.

"ihe Supermen" of David M. Speaker arc all cr.ctod simultaneously by an
adventurous scientist. Quickly seeking a position of domination, they band to-
gother atop « mountain and from thure issue decrees to the world. Attacks fall
back before their superior weapons, but in the end the scientist devises a meth-
od for overcoming.them., Here, as in many previous cases, the creator of & super-~
man is responsible also for his death.

Aside from their unique origin the Isotope Men of Nat Schachner have
other very unusual attributes of interest. The mentality of a person's dominant
helf is found tc be raised exactly one hundred points on the I.Q. scale by this
process. 4s ever greater numbers subject themselves to it there i s discovered
the fatal flaw, which causes thc total negation of all its supposed benefits, The
dominants arc¢ filled with insatiable longing for their torn-away recessive por-
tions, while the rucessives fecl nothing but hato for their isotopic  counter-
parts, This situation leeds to the cventuel extinction of everyone who has been
treated by the proccss,

Qdd John provides onc of the most intelligent end carefully thought-out
concepts of supormen oxtant., This is not Stapledon's firet use of the theme,
however, but rether an coxtension and further development of ideas expounded in
his earlier lost lien in London, The concluding pages of the latter novel relates
the development of Humpty, superbeing extraordinary. According to Stapledon's
econception, supermen are of normal birth, do not reach meturity until after thir-
ty, and have & life-span that extends over some thrce hundred years, This story
within a story tells of Humpty's struggles to repair his warped and twisted mind
that hes been ruined by a monstrous upbringing, and to set out for the goel of
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his entire life---that of bringing together all the isolated supermen i n the
world, Realizing as he matures that this is an impossible task, he takes his
own life, It remeins for Odd John to achieve this goal. John shapes his own
tdolesceunce with months in the wilderness to overcowe natural piysical weakness,
ana later devotes years of touring the world to locating supermen among its popu-
lavion. all of those who consent combine their talents snd found a cooperative
colony on a solitary Pacific isle, Ilarvellous advances result in all fields of
creative endeavor until the fearful world intrudes, And after using every means
et their dlsposal to avert the encroachment, all to no avail, the colony chooses
racial suicide rether then a spirituelly-enervating wer that it coul d easily
hive won,
I1T
The "Perfect" Superman

aontrol is placed under this heading solely becauso no other classifi-
cotion suitsmuch better the slightly superior mental and physical attributes of
its prototypes. Actually these beings are very far from "perfect" racial super-
men, After numerous intrigues, Snell's plot settles upon "Lost Islend," lccale
of their colony, Some mediocre mancevering about follows, and finally the en-
tire islet with all its inhabitants is destroyed as the volcano Buk'api erupts.

Slens=---mutants with double hearts and tendrils thet give them teleputhic
powers---are beings of great physical strength, high mentality and longevity. The
biography of one of their number, Jommy Cross, furnishes a eross-section of the
three-cornered struggle between sluns and humans for world supremecy. Jommy
spends his life fighting not only aguinst humen beings but also against the ten-
drilless slans (a needless plot-complication Van Vogt invents), and scarching for
the true slans. His search onds vs he discovers that the tendrilloss slans are
in reality true slans whose tendrils have been temporarily eradicated from their
horedity. all ends placidly as Jommy discovers that slans huve gained control of
the planet without the humens realizing the fact.

v
The Microcosmic Superman

although fiction boasts no macrocosmic supermen in racial form, the mi-
crocosmic variety is represented by no fewer than six stories.

The earlicst examples arc "The Conquerors” end "The Evening Ster " of
Dr, David H. Keller, A rece resembling very closcly in appearance hydrocephalic
dwarfs toke over most of the southeastcrn United States, forcing the resgsidents to
withdraw, These dwarfs are as far advanced above man as he is above apes. Their
actions are racially controlled, and a central governing body containing the
greatest minds has totally supreme ~ower, A small ceptured greup of humans is
placed within the supermen's ccler;® 'o preserve the species homo gapiens; this is
done in line with the policy of prescrving specimens of every creature existing
upon the earth for observation and study. Plans for the total destruction of ihe
human race are averted by the supermen’s migration to Venus, which is discu:s
in "The LEvening Star." Upon Vonus they encounter a rece superior to theirs. iu
their own eventual destruction comes from constant warring with subhumen eninals
inhebiting the planct. These v.rs arouse within them the violent emotions that
have remained dormant feor countlecs centuries, and it is this whiech poisems their
atrophied bodies and caugss turoir doom.

"ihe Microscepic Giznts" presents another race of inner-world dwellers,
of altogethier different characteristics, however. Little description of the race
is given, and the sketchy plot revolves about their appearance and withdrawal to
their underworld homes. The only specific facts learned are that they are of di-
minutive stature and possess bodies of immense density. Their government and de-
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gree of intelligence remain virtually unknown, although the latter can be deduced
to be higher than man's by the calibre of the weapons they use, Another race of
beings with immense density and titanic strength are found in "Little Hercules,"
which tells of the problems of a victim of Durna Rangue, a scientific religious
cult controlling the earth of that day. The story's concluding paragraphs grant
Little Hercules the freedom he has saught throughout his entire captivity.
uervell's linimum Man presents & species of foot-high humans with gi-
gantic intelligence and physical stemine, exhibiting es a spocics the ultimate
in spec’:’lzation. The author emphasizes this point by naming the heads of each
field aiter some character of mythology or real 1life who wns rnoted for the same
speciality. Thus the wise ruler of the colony is called Solomon, the leader of
aviatien (an art they have mastered completely) Icarus, the general of the army
Nepoleon, ciemical specialists Lavoisier and Priestly---and so on., After living
initially in secrecy, the ilinimum len seek recognition, which they win by playe
ing a leading role in the overthrow of the tyrennical government then in power.,

a gimilor specialization is carried to the furthest degree imaginable
in "Short Wave Castle," even bodily form being altered to suit the requirements
of its owner's profession, Reaching daring heights in the sciencesg, these supere
men seak to escape from their confining envirionment, eliminate the population of
the world, and spread themselves oier the entire planet, But an anachronism in
their midst, the greatest of living violinists, destroys the death machine that
was to be their offcensive weapcn tnd the entire midget civilization itself as he
puts his entire heart and soul into the playing of his Stradivarius, whose tones
shatter the proveciive glass surrounding the supermen's domain,

"luicroc.smic God" also rresents a picture of confined supermen, the
Neoterics, Here, kowever, we Tiid & ruce working together for their creator
without imperialistic desires. 4he fears and power-lusts of mankind foment an
ettack upon the colony, and to priivet this an impenetrable shell of force that
igsolates it forever from 1ue ouler world is thrown about the islend.

«sothat great grey shell will bear watching, 1llen die, but
races live. BSome diy the Neoterics, after innumereble gen-
erations of inconceivable advancement, will take down their
shield and come forth, VWhen I think of thet I feel frighte
gned,
v
The Adaptive Superman

"The Changeling" of Van Vogt could well be considered t® fit in the
"perfect" superman category, the entire race's main cloim to superhuman status
resting upon its uncanny powers of toti-potency. The power of regenerating any
lost or injured member gives these beings virtual immortality. Hounded from
place tec place by people desiring speciemns of his blood thot will endow them
with the selfsame attribute, the Changeling is at last taken into a group of ore
ganized toti-mbtents as leader, Thenceforth all attacks are averted, and work fer
the ultimate benefit of the human race is carried forvard. Presented here is a
superbeing who possesses the envimble combination of immortality and adaptabilie
ty, coupled with a highly advanced physique and mentality. Though this race has
been excelled in some of these respects by those possessing no other attributes,
the Chengeling represents the highest possible reach of all fictional supermen,

Book Three: Criticism upon the Theme
Despite the fact that this concept has been utilized often, it has not
been overworked to the deri e tuet one might suspeet. Rather, instoad, many
phases of the theme remain still un icvoloped. The limited number of treatments
(continued on page 254)
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LEWIS, L, A.

Tales of the Grotesque

London: Philip Allan & Co., Ltd., 1934, 244pp. 19 cm, 1/-,

Synoptic review: This volume is one of the famed "Creeps" series, and easily
lives up to its subtitle, "a Collection of Uneasy Tales." The author shows g
considerable range of originality in some of his concepts, and, even in the in-
evitable reworking of more familiar pambits, some evidence of & certain fresh-
ness of viewpoint and craftsmanship is seen,

Not that Lewis mekes any serious pretensiong to a distinct literary
style., liost of the writing is rather undistinguished and ordinary. There is no
striving for unusual word effects or exotic patterns of atmospheric color: clear-
ly, he has a job to do and that is writing stories, Yet the fact remains that
the mejority of the ten tale are worthy of a second perusal and several really
got under the reader's skin; a couple will not easily be forgotten.

I should hazard a guess that the inspiration for many of these efforts
stem from actual nightmareg-~-reminiscent of Edward Lucas White and his remarks
in the afterword of his memorable Lukundoco. The internal evidence of the sto~-
ries all helps to strengthen this assertiont I am sure that no alert reader can
avoid coming to a like conclusion, even at a single perusal,

The dream=like quelity is first apparent in "Lost Keep," which tells of
Peter Hunt's strange inheritance, a tiny scale-model of a medieval castle and a
most peculiar lens through which to observe its details. An ancient curse ace
companied these articles, a curse which stated that whomsoever solved the riddle
of the "lost keep" would find “death in the house of his fathers at the hand of
his son.," How Peter cleared up the enigma which had baffled his ancestors for
untold generations, the strange unearthly realm into which he was drewn, the evil
he did and the final fulfullment of the arcane prophecy to the letter all com=
bine to yield a gripping and uncanny fantasy of intriguing interest.

Personally, I have always felt that the most potent weird concept imag-
inable is that of a recurring dream being later remorselessly confirmed in resl
life. An excellent example comes to mind in E, F, Benson's exquisitely wrought
story "The Face." In the present collection, the outstandingand indeed the most
genuinely horrible one is "Hybrid," which makes good use of this idea in a new
way. Here the nightmare dream=-entity grows more and more substantial and firally
becomes reality~---taking possession of the unhappy dreemer's body. The wife of
the one possessed states its succinctly, thus: "His body is mad, but his mind is
sanes" The displaced, sane mind stands outside and looks in horror upon its
stolen body as the monstrosity which originally haunted it.

wven as Lovecraft liked to employ the concept of a blasphemous union
between human and aquatic elements, so in this story Lewis postulates a combining
of the bird world with that of homo sapiens, and with telling effect, Dr, Xavier
Cole had committed an unholy deed in an earlier incarnation and had brought out
of the limbo of time a nameless abomination which could be appeased only by pass~
ing it on to the following generation. It was with acute horror that Cole one
day remembered how the priests of old had burned him at the stake, centuries ago,
after forcing him to witness the destruction and burial of the monster's initial
menifestation.

The suthor projects this idee to its most incredible extremes and nar=-
rowly skirts that knife-edged line between soul~freezing horror and rank nonsense.
I believe he manages to remein on the right side of the border, however, and cer-
tainly he culminates "Hybrid" with a punch line that should leave the reader

pleasantly gasping and delighted,
In a somewhat lighter vein is "Tower of Moab," which can be teken lit-
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erally if we choose, or be regarded merely as an indicetion of the narrator's ine
cipient madness. It relates of an obscure religious sect which years ago in Eng-
land built an abortive imitation of the Tower of Babel, and of the peculiar and
sinister optical effects this structure had on a latter-day travelling salesman.
The odd changes observed in the tower's height and the things he saw crawling a-
bout its wighty summit and wriggling from beneath its dank base in the dead of
the night leave us wondering if it is wise to meddle with the monuments of these
defunct and little~known cults.

4 purderous demon-infant inhabiting a deserted house in an accursdd
wood where children were butchered in the past forms the basis for "The Child."

This is coupetently done but hardly outstanding.
lost ordinary of the teles is "The Dirk," which has to do with a frat-

ricide and a haunted murder weapon that achieves vengeance upon the gulity one.
Familiar elements dominate the structure of this story entirely.

Told with considerable power is an account of ineffable astral harmon-
ies produced by & strange musician while in a trance-like statoc. Whenever his
fingers stray to the “Chords of Chaos," however, listeners rend oach other in
savege ecstasy as their encestral memories of long-dead Atlantean religious or-
gies arc reawakened.

"Hevolting" is the only word to describe adequately " The DMeerschaum
Pipe," which shows how an executed murderer's baleful influence still lingers in
his personal effécts, and what happens to the unwary individual who blunders in=-
such a genius loci. This tale is so ghastly and gory as to rank with our famil-
iar tabloid sensations. However, it does have some euthentic moments of terror
es the growth of the evil influences in the interloper is detailed. The reader
gsenses what is happening with wounting loathing, although the leading character
appreciates only dimly his doom until the very ending which, even though you may
be prepared for it, still comes as a very nasty experience,

We have twe tales of the weird in aviation's domain: "Haunted Air" and
"The Iron owine." These, while interesting enough, strike a relatively minor
key. The first describes an accursed ridge wherec lurks a gelatinous something
which flies up to rob passing planes of their control so that they crash to des-
truction. The other rolates of a strange, foreign aircraft imbued with a vicious
personality which is indicated by the quaint habit of breaking loose from its
chocks while warming up, and slicing to ribbons unlucky pilots on the airstrip.

The sole genuinely occult effort in the collection is the final story,
"Animate in Deeth.” In some respects this is reminiscent of Crawford's classic,
"The Upper berth," but it is not nearly so effective precisely because Lewis
overworks and overemphasizes the purely physical aspects of horror,

From the foregoing account it will be obvious that in this book we have
e variety of fare---some original and striking, some nerely pedestrian, Lewis
emerges as a writer whose other work will bear close examination. At times he is
lurid, but at least one can never accuse him of dullness. He speaks in the mod-
ern idiom; his language is often pungent and salty., A lively imagination coupl-
ed with a working knowledge of morbid psychology is in evidence, and a streak of
the sardonic permeates his work, If Tales of the Grotesque truly reflects his
nature, the author must be completely unsentimental and tough-minded in the cor-
rect sense of William James' connotetion, In any case, he is deserving of atten-
tion, from readers and enthologists alike. —e-Natthew H. Onderdonk.

o

"'You see,' said tho new proprietor, 'the family ghost 1is included in
the purchase of this old manor, The owner is supposed to see the ghost threc
days before his death., They say it nay appear as a monk or as a cavaliler, or
even as that gerdner over there.'

"*But, my dear fellow, there is no gardner over theres'"

-=~lady Maud Warrender: Ly Modley.
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Omega---and Olaf Stapledon

by
Thyril L. Ladd

No one who has perused even casually Camille Flammarion's Omegat the
last Deys of the World end last and First Men by William Olaf Stapledon can help
but be struck by the similarity of conception between the two books.

This similarity is indeed very pronounced., Flammarion relates the en-
tire future history of the world, beginning in the twenty - fifth century, when g
great comet threatens the planet with destruction, Though hordes of people are
killed, Earth survives the resulting collision, and endures through many centur-
ies. So, too, does Stapledon follow the progress of the world and its peoples.
And like him, Flammarion sees man changing in form and mental outlook as he goes
down the ages, though of course he postulates somewhat different changes.

While Omega has not been carried to the lengths that has Last and First
Men, its conception is by no means narrow or inadequate. To one who has never
before encountered the work it may even come as a surprise to learn that this
French author's picture of the days to come was first published over half a
century ago., Some of the kaleidoscopic vignettes we glimpse are intriguing in-
deed, We see people of the hundredth century staring in wonder at a museum cab-
inet where mummified specimens of nineteenth century humans are displayed, amaz-
ed that man could ever have descended from such creatures, The slow, gradual
death of the earth is shown, erosion levelling its mountains and its seas and
rivers seeping little by little into the rocks. Ingenious as ever, man staves
off his final end by building glass-enclosed tropical cities, the better to catch
and store the energy of the cooled sun's weak raysjy and he sustains himself by
inventing synthetic foods when all remaining plants die from lack of moisture.
But with the inevitable failure of the water supply comes the final cessation of
life on the planet, and in the final scenes we view & dismal, desert world, with
only two glass cities remaining,

Unly one man and one woman are left alive, and meeting, set out in an
airship to seek water; but it is not to be found, Finally they arrive at Gizeh,
and seat themselves beside the uge-rounded terraces of the pyramid there, whose
sunken form has been revealed agein by the dried-up seas. And in thig, the last
scene of the book, Flammarion goes a bit occult. The shining shape of the pha-
reoh Cheops, whose pyramid it was, appears before this last couple, He tells
the two that men, in astrel form, has been conveyed at death to the planet Jupi-
ter, there to dwell in changed form and attain the perfection that has always
been his goal. And thither Cheops sweeps them=--and Larth is indeed left dead.

Cmega is a beautiful book, possessing some eighty illustrations, large
and small, by over a dozen artists. It is interesting also in that it presents
many astronomical faets and figures in & manner that is easily understood, and
far from boring; Flammarion's account of comets, for example, is one of the clear-
est essays on the subject that I have ever encountered. The volume is histori-
cally infornative as well, tracing briefly the events et times during the world's
history when humanity was put into a frenzy of fear or religious fervor bty & be~
lief that the end of the world wes at hand, (Tt is to such outbursts that Flame
marion attributes many of the fine cathedrals that dotted Kurope. )

Those readers who have found pleasure in the modern last and First Men
should, to further their interest, read this French astronomer's treatment of a
similar subject, Like Stepledon, Flammarion used for his hero the entire human
race, Some consideration must be granted, naturally, to Omega's science: since
it was written numerous advances have rendered many once=-believed hypotheses un=
true. But bearring such slight antiquities, it is yet worthy of perusal, for it
remains unquestionably an effective work---and one upon which, moreover, Staple-
don's could conceivably have been based.
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CARR, John Diekson

The Burning Court

New York: Larper & Brothers, 1937. 304pp. 194 em.  $2,00,

London: Hamish Hamilton, 1937, 318pp. 19 cm. 7/6,

London: Hamish Hemilton, 1938. 318pp. 19 cm., 3/6.

New York: Fopular Library, no date (1944), 221lpp. 16em. 25¢. (paper covered).

Ssynoptic review: I am fairly certain thet Carr wrote The Burning Court as o sa-
tire on the detactive story and the legel processes of "justice." No other rea-

son for the fiendish manner in which he rips asunder a proposed perfect solution
to wurdsr aad body-thait can be discerned. Yet the possibility that this is sat-
ire detracts neilther from its intsrest nor its realisu.

The plot iz rather simple, as murder mysteries go. An old men dies,
apparently from natural causes., Poisoning is suspected by.a relative when he
finds traces of arsenis in the death chamber; but upon opening a sealed crypt for
examination of the corpss, the latter has inexplicably disappeared. Meenwhile,
the central cheracter in the book, &z reader for a publishing firm, brings home
for weeksnd perusal & menuscript discussing famous murder trials of history. He
discovers that a calebrated murderess of & century ago is identical in feature,
maiden name end eccentricities with his wife., After that, matters becoms com-
plicated; the police enter the picture, and the author of the menuscript himgelf
arrives on the scene to work out the manner in which the victim could have been
poisoned end the body stolen; seemingly supernatural effects which have been in
evidence throughout are likewise explained, and assigred purely natural bases.
Only in the final iwo pages does an occult raison d'etre triumph.

Though such inferences are admittedly dangerous, it seems quite pos-
sible that this book influenced the novels Unknown Worlds magazine printed dur-
ing its final year of existence, The device of placing bourgeois, rospectable,
intelligent men and women of the present time in close contact with the super-
netural without removing thasm from their everyday life had not been done often
until The Burning Court. Much would be explained if we could be sure that "Con-
jure Wife" and “The Strange Profession of Jonathon Hoeg" had been written after
perusal of Carr's work,

The Burning Ccurt achieves its effects remarkably well without the
stock stage properties of the average weird tale. Judged as a detective story,
it is cunningly contrived and easy reading---probably nine-tenths of its length
ig direct conversational guotatien, Certainly there has never been anything
quite like it for = combination of two apparently irreconcilable literary forms:
the detective story, which depends on logic, and the fantasy, with its deus ex
machina possibilities.

-~-Harry Werner, Jr,
v 000 ===

This~'n'~That--~concluded from page 236

Chapman White (Viking, $2%), whose plot hinges on the action of a magic coin that
permitted its owner to be in iwo places at once.

If you like tales of the supernatural, try a modern ghost novel, Sarah
Vandrake, by lMaggie-Owen Wadelton (Boobs-lerrill, ¢2g). (The author's real name,
incidentally, is lirs. Maggie Jeanne (Melody) Wadelton,) Lleralistic, and not as
well written as his earlier novels, is C. S. Lewis' Great Divorce (Macmillan, $1})
which relates of adventures in a spirit world where Hcaven and Hell arc distinct
realities,

The length of Richard Witter's article has resulted in the omission of
"Forgotten Creators of Ghosts" and the shortening of "The Immortal Storm"; both
will be lengthened in our next number, however. See you then, e o
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Some Strange Stories

by
Harcld Wakefield

(Author's note: The genesis of this brief article is an old issue of Futurian
War Digest, in which, answering J. lichael Rosenblum's request for readers to
nominate the strangest stories they had ever read, Francis T. laney named "The
Weird of avoosl Wuthoqguan" by Clark Ashton Smith, Lierritt's "Metal Monster" and
Lovecraft's "Dream Quest of Unknown Kadath," Certainly this is an dintriguing
gelection, one to start others searching through their memories for tales con=-
taining the same element of strangeness,)

In eny roster such as this the names of Lovecraft and Smith would ap-
pear; however, assuming that nearly everyone is fapilier with the work of these
two muthors, I shall pass on to those not quite as well known which have linger-
ed in my wind because of some novel idea, bizarre theme or unusual plot-twist,

algernon Blackwood as one of the great masters of the weird and un-
canny naturally has a number of stories that would fall into this category. Two

,of the strangest, which are probably not as well known as others he has written;

are "The Man Whom the Tress Loved" and The Centaurs, The lattery a2 full-length
novel, expounds the author's queer belief that the carth itself is a conscious,
living entity and that the monsters of fable and mythology are manifestations and
projections of its mind., This is one of Blackwood's most serious works and per=-
haps one of the most subtle weird stories ever written, One is reminded by "The
Man Whom the Trees Loved" of slexander Laing's remark that the stories of Black-
wood make nature-lovers very uneasy. Certainly the stealthy, inexorable approach
of the trees toward the man they have determined to meke their own conveys the
feeling of utterly alien forces at work, the motives of which are incomprehensi-
ble to mankind in general,

otrange is indeed the adjective which one thinks of when stories by the
British author John lletcalfe are mentioned. His "Double Admiral," "Grey House"
and "lr, Leldrum's Liania" are superb exemples in point, Oliver Onions® "Rooum"
likewise has this same quality.

One of the strangest stories in ell literature is "Daughter of Fire" by
the half-med French writer Gerard de Nerval, Stranper still, perhaps, 1is the
life of Nerval himself, which was characterized by the wildest of eccentricities,
This author wes once known to have led a lobster through the streets of raris on
the ends of ribbons---because, as he said, it knew the secrets of the ocean's
depths and did not talk, Nerval finally met his end by hanging himself with a
piece of rope which he claimed was the Queen of Sheba's garter,

"Daughter of Fire" tells of the hero's love for a cheap little actress
who passes by subtle degrees into the Queen of Shebea and the Egyptian goddess
Isis, and has been described by Gautier as "cold reason seated by the bedside of
hot fever, hallucination analyzing itself by a supreme phisosopher's effort. 4n
English critic has described Nerval's story as follows:

what is curious about this narrative is that the opiumdream-
er has begun to write down his dreams while he was yet with-
in their coils. His genius consisted in a pover of material-
izing vision, and without losing the sense of mystery, or
that quality which gives its cherm to the intangible, lad-
ness in him had hit, as by lightning, tho hidden links of di-
stant and diverging things in somewhat the same fashion as
that in which the vision is produced, while the soul, sitting
safe within the perilous circle of its own magic, looks out
on the panorama which either raises out of the darkness be-
fore it or drifts from iteelf ipte the darlmcas,
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The interested reader can secure a glimpse of Nerval's eccentric genius by read-
ing his short story "Sylvie," published in the Everymen's Library edition of the
book French Short Stories of the 19th and 20th Centuries.,

As one of the great masters of fantasy it is énly fitting that Walter
de la Mare should be mentioneds I nominate "The Vats," that strange, breathless
tale wherein the reader seems led to the very threshold of some great secret of
life, time, or the infinite itself; with the author's characteristic restraint,
the secret is never disclosed,

Strangeness abounds also in such storiesas W.F.Harvey's "August Heat,"
with its masterly handling of the double coincidence theme; H. P. Hartley's "A
Visitor from Down Under," in which & B.B.C. broadcast of a children's party with
its typical games serves as a background for the appecrance of a singularly gris-
ly visitant; end Mergaret Irwin's magnificent Still She Wished for Company.

Proof that stirangeness and humor do not necessarily conflict is pro-
vided by Richard Middleton's "Ghost Ship." The concept of ghosts mingling with
the living on perfectly amicable terms---each accepting the other without ques-
tion or fear---makes an enchanting story. The idea of the ghost ship's captain
getting the local village ghosts drunk end recruiting them for his crew touches
the subliwe in fantastic humor.

At the opposite pole from Middleton's delightful effort is the horror-
laden psychological tale by the Russian euthor jeonid Andreyev, "The Red Laugh,"

Few readers of William Hope Hodgson's Carnacki the Ghost-Finder will
forget "The Whistling Room," The notion of & room, so impregnated withn the ma-
lignant spirit of the slain jester that its floor puckers up into a huge pair of
lips emitting e gargantuan whistle and capable of hurling men about with murder-
ous forc.e is original in the extreme,

Those lucky enough to possess files of Weird Taleg in its goldem age
will find there strange stories in abundance, ranging from the sombre grandeur of
Donald Wandrei's "Red Brain;" in which we see the last days of a dying universe,
to the delicate, poetical "Wind that Tramps the World" by Frank Owen,

In that seme magazine there appeared in 1930 a story that may be re-
membered by meny not because of its merit, but because of its utter absurdity.
Such a one is "The Land of Lur" by Earl Leaston Bell. Alliteration is here push-
ed to such extremes that it first irritates the rcader, then enrages him, and
finally causes him to laugh heartily, The generally hilarious atmosphere is al-
so enlivened by scraps of inane verse and the invention of such wordsas ghoupire
to describe beings who are half ghoul, half vampire, Truly it is a masterpiecs
-=-though not in the sense that the author intended.

===000==~

The buperman in Modern hnglish Fiction---concluded from page 248

of the purely physical superman, for example---not one of which can be considered
to be excellent in calibre---points to o section of the field an profitably bear
further cultivation, Despite & number of inferior examples that could be cited,
the picture as a whole is one showing a comparitively high standard of quality--=~
one almost unequalled by any other fantasy topic, in fact, This is unusual in-
deed when one reflects that supermen are very much in the public eye, both in
fiction and in real life, The most surprising observation of all is that the
me jority of the better examples encountered have "pulp” magazines as their ori-
gin.
Leeding the roster is the weird novel "But Without Horns," superbd for
its general literary quality, unusual treatment of theme, and grandiloquence of
finele., Jespite its mppearance in a "pulp" magezine it shows few of the char-
acterizing cliches that pervade even meny of the hard-cover items, In second
place is "Seeds of Life," which is also the best example of the purely scientific
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superman, Taine's style is brilliant throughout. The best of the book supermen
is. 0dd John, which, while not the author's best work, is still magnificent; as
always, Stapledon has mastered the idiom of his ereation to perfection. Three
great short stories vie for next honors, the first well known as a result of The
Pocket Book of Science Fiction, and the other two members of that mysterious
group that has come to be generally known as "forgotten classics." "ilicrocosmic
God" is a refreshing effort that can be perused innumerable times without tiring
the reader, and all of its praiseworthy qualities are brought into sharp focus by
its fine concluding paragraphs. Like "Microcosmic God," "The iental Ultimate" is
excellent throughout, intense and gripping in every sentence, "Short Wwave Cage
tle™ is another tale with a powerful ending, this time gained by a combination
of romanticism and nostalgia. "Slan" appears next in quality, very good in toto
but slightly marred by a conventional denoument and several needless complexities
of plot. It is one of those novels that possesses such an irresistible appeal
that one regrets all the more keenly the few faults that rob it of perfection.Al-
though somewhat cheapened by GSnaith's attempt to make it a mystery novel, Thug
Far remains one of the best efforts in the field. The Vonder is one of those ex-
tremcly intcoresting examples that somehow seesm to lack a necessary sparkle of in-
spiration., The action rides along on an oven, undisturbed keel, few climaxes or
turbulent scenes being encountered, It is well worth reading, however, and Ber-
esford admittedly keeps to a high literary standard from start to finish, "The
Rebel Soul" and "Into the Infinite" are notable as being the first above-average
items on the superman theme to be published in the "pulps." The sequel, never-
the less, seems padded and lacks the vigor of the magnificent opening novelette.
last of the outstanding stories in the field are "The Conquerors" and "The Lven-
ing Star" of Keller. The fact that the author appedrs fighting for wordege de-
tracts frow their quality somewhat; suiteble condensation would have helped to
strengthen a really great plot,

Gladiator is perhaps most disappointing of all, After getting off to
a promising start (possibly enlivened by an accent on illicit sex) Wylie's prose
and plot finally bog down into stereotyped turgidity. A sensationally overdra-
matic ending caps the affair in a very sad fashion, As Gladiator is the only
extant treatuent of the purely physical superman on a major scale, it is regret-
table indeed that the author could not subjugate his penchant for sensationalism
and raise the novel to the prose level of which he was capable, This is not to
infer that the work is outrightly poora--for it is not--~but numerous possibili-
ties for iwmprovement do exist. Another novel that is disappointing because ine
herent potentimlities are never completely realized is The New Adam, The main
fault horc is that ®En original fremework has been covered by formularized "pulp"
material, any readers have by the length, scope and generally entertainingaqual-
ities of this work been led to overlook its stereotyped development and common-
place prosc, However, the eareful critic cannot disregard these facts, however
much he may lament the author's inability to summon resources of language fresh
enough to match the theme he treats. Weinbaum's reputation rests far more se-
curely on the clever interplay of human emotions he has wedded to a unique idea
in "The Adaptive Ultimate.," Minimum Man is another great novel that could have
been greater had not larvell diluted his prose with so much political allegory;
as a result, the book is neither high-grade satire nor highegrade fiction. Yet
another example that could have been better is The Fiery Gate. This proceeds
elong a quiet (and at times almost prosaic) course, the author dilineating sep-
arate intimate incidents in the lives of two persons, congidering the limitations
he has set himself, he is not unsuccessful.,. The magnificent backgrounds of "The
World of A" and "The Changcling" ars both badly marred by the authoer's attempts
to overawe the reader; actually these two stortes are ebove average, though when
the possibilitics of the material are considered much of the latter seems lost.
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"The Atavar" is another unusual item, though it suffers from compression.  This
ia not levelled as & serious criticism, however, since the characteristic stems
largely from Gold's cold, analytical writing style. Though flawed by occasional
inconsistencies, both "The Smallest God" end "The Terrible Sense" are entertain-
ingly cortrived, and make pleasant light reading,

‘"he remeining stories, while enjoyable snd diverting far the most part,
are of lower quality than those discussed above. "The Nth Man" and "The Intel=-
ligence Gigantic" are two examples of this runner-up class; they aro readable,
but at the same time markedly handicapped by "pulp” characteristics, Similar de-
focts appear in "Little Hercules" end "The Microscopic Giants," though to a les-
ser extent, the chief fault of this pair being a lack of meture plot-development.,
"The Man from Hell" contains an excellent plot, but is badly marred throughout,
So is "The Iron God," an almost hopelessly hackneyed effort, '"Superhuman" could
have besn excellent, but bears unmistakeble signs of hurried composition. Blem=
ished though it is by Schachner's usual habit of painting a villain in the black-
est colors and lavishing exaggerated superlatives on his hero, "The Isotope luen"
still lingers in the memory because of the unusual idea on which it is based. A
story whose plot is similarly dragged down by poor treatment is "The osupermen,"”
though here the idea is by no means as original, Iontrol, written in an almost
juvenile manner throughout, never rises above the level of mediocrity, The Igle
of Ligg and the "Golden Amezon" series are stories that should be given as wide
a berth as possibley read them at your own risk,

In & field as heterogeneous as this, few generalizations of importance
can be dravm, Opereting mgeinst attempts in this direction is also the small
number of stories to be found in the categories of cleassification tbat have been
employed=~--some bomsting but a single tale, (The obvious corollary to the lat-
ter statewent, of course, is that many sections of the field are gtill very much
open to cultivation.) It has already been noted that the fate of the majority of
supermen is an early death, which is perhaps a sort of commentary on the cynical
beliefs of their progenitors; one may also note the.frequency with which the su=-
permen's own creatord mete out this fate. While this might possibly arise from
the authors' sense of poetic justice, it seems more probable that it is a plaus=-
ible exigency, only the dabbling scientists themselves being aware of their cre=-
ationa' Achilles heel.

Despite the fact that much classic material first saw print in maga-
zines, there is a certain tragic aspect to the "pulps." Given a fine original
idea, this wedium will rebash it to its detriment, each reworking being poorer
than the one preceeding it, Jometimes---in fact, all too often---a single auth~
or is responsible for a series of these reworkings. It seems to be the rule in
the realm of supermen, as well as other fictional subjects, that the quality of
e work by e given writer is inversely proportional to the number of times he has
treated the theme: some authors realize that if attempted carefully it can bedone
right the first time, but far too many apparently never tire of doing the same
task wrong many times. Like the poor, Grub Stroet is alwaeys with us.
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Tips on Teles

by
Thyril L. Ladd

Thurber's ihite Deer (1945): This brief and charming story is, as the blurb on
its dust-wrapper indicates, an adult fairy tale. It is smoothly written, and
touches of humor are evident throughout. The novel tells of the capturing of a
white deer in & magic formest, which deer promptly turns into & princess. Is she
truly & princess or but an animel temporarily transformed into a human being?
In order to decide this question, the three sons of the king who captured her
are sent forth in quest of a magic talisman, and the adventures of each congti-
tutcs the bulk of Thurber's story. Among the delightful characters encountered
in The Whitw Deer is the Royaml rhysician. Becoming ill, he attends himself; and
as & doctor takes his owvm pulse and temperature---which, of course, he cannot
read, as it would not be proper for a patient to be aware of such data, His con-
versation with himself is amusing indeed---in the role of a patient he will moan,
"I am very ill---I will never walk againl"; only to reply, as doctor, "Now, now,
we must have feith in our physician, you know!" ...To add to its attractivehness
The White Deer is enchanting illustrated by the author, and contains a double-
peged center fold in full color. To New Yorker readers, who are familiar with
James Thurber's talents, all this can be anticipated; to others, it can scarcely
prove to be anything but a walcome surprise.

Ford lladox Ford's ladies Whose Bright Eves (1935): When the heor of this grace-
fully exccuted story finds himself, after a railroad accident, transported some-
how into the early fourteenth century, he is indecd a bewildered fellows After
having bocn identified as a holy pilgrim, a messenger from a feudal lord awey in
the Crusades, he soon becomes entangled in the various intrigues about him., The
climax is reached when the two ledies who have become principals in our hero's
1ife in this age don armor, and enter the lists to joust with one another. The
novel is written in an appealing style, into which Ford has infused touches of
sly humor that are cleverly subdued so that they never become sufficiently flam-
boyant to destroy the general picture he is intent on sketching, This is a book
deserving of a niche in every fan's library: it is a title he is sure to return
to, again and again,

(concluded on page 268)
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Thumbing the liunsey Files

with William H. Evans

allstory for April, 1906 has "The Tide of Terror" by Claire Tucker. It
depicts what happens when a tide of tremendous proportionge--many times normal-=--
strikes tlie coast of Ingland from the Atlantic, This story is quite well done,

Argosy's first fantasy was published fifty years ago in this period.
Nathaniel T. Babcock's "Men in the Brown Beard" appeared in the magazine's Febru-
ary, 1896 issue; I don't remember much about this tale, but it did not impress
me, In liay, 1906 we have "After the Locomotive Flew sway" by George Carling; a
device for "arresting" gravity in any object to which it is connected is used by
an inventor here to prevent a rival railroad from indulging in nefarious compe=-
tition. e lightens locomotives, causes entire bridges to float away, and accom-
plishes other humerous things until hc is successful. In the same issue profese
gor Jonkin reappears with en idea for quick travel vie the Jdack-and-the-Beanstalk
route; what happens as a result is amusingly related in "Quick Transit by Bean-
gtalk, Limited," by Howard R. Garis., Frank L. Pollock's "Finis," which was re-
printed in Famoug Fantagtic Mysterieg not long ago, was publigshed in the June,
1906 Argosy. This unusual story presents the interesting theory that there ex-
ists at the center of the universe an immense sun whose light has not yet reache
ed us. \What happens just before Earth's last sunrise, when the rays of the cen=
tral sun are about to blot out all life, is very well told.

A new member of the kunsey family made its debut in March, 1906. Scrap
Book lived up to its name, reprinting wuch fantasy from ancient sources, Lost of
these stories are well known, and hence require no comment. The first number had
Poe's "Descent into the lmelstrim end Irving's “"Devil end Tom Walker." The next
featured the fine "Occurrence at Owl Creek Bridge" of Ambrose Bierce. May print-
ed two more: "The Tapestried Chamber" by Walter Scott and "The Man in the Air' by
Frederick L. Keates.

1906 found The Monthly Story Mapazine---as Blue Book was known in those
days-~~quite packed with fantasy, January contained Bertram Lebhar's story "The
Red Devil" and Charles M, Williams' "War on Steel," which concerns a device that
renders metal useless, as well as an early aircraft tele, "The Light of the Obe=
lisk" by harry B. Allyn, March of the same year produced "Five lMen from Atlan-
tis" by F. 5. Enight-Adkin end idgar Franklin's pleasant fantasy, "The Man with
the Minute Glass."

Travelling forward ten years, we find Allstory in full stride. "Lost
-==0ne liylodon" by Hlmer B. liason appears in the April 1, 1916 issue, and in the
next one the old master Edgar Rice Burroughs starts a three-part serial "Thuvia,
Meid of Mars." The April 15th number has Frank Condon's atmospheric tale "Foote
prints" and the next one "Blood of Sacrifice" by Lillian B, Hunt., Two weeks af-
ter this appeared "The Savage and the Savant" by Nalbro Bartley. On June 3 the
occult detective Semi Dual begins a three~installment investigation of a myster-
ious disappearance of securities from a bank vault in "Box 991," which was writ-
ten, of course, by J. U. Giesy and Junius B, Smith, 1In the samciiesue is "The
Master Ray" of Leslie Ramon, Wilton, a scientist, invents a device enabling him
to control people from a distance, He uses this in an attempt to revenge himself
upon & woman who once jilted him, but is foiled., This story is not of particu-
lay high quality. Achmed Abdullah offers in the June 10th issue a little dream
fantasy about a college teacher who imagines that he is Attila, and who goes iné&
sane; eventually, however, he returns to normelcy uftcer some highly embarrassing
adventurcs, The title is "Professor Barker Harrison---Tartar,"

Still a monthly periodical, Argosy has but one fantasy in this period
of 1916: .dison Marshall's "Who is Chaurles Avison?," which has been reprinted
from the april issue in a past Famous Fantastic Mysteries. lMarshall offers the
concept of two earths, on opposite sides of the sun, vith identical inhabitants,
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Charles Avison (both of him!) start on a space-flight, one being killed en route.
This wrenches events out of kilter, for when the Avison from there lands here by
mistake, he finds that he hes been buried. Finally he sets off for the other
eerth to return things to “normal," Warshall has hit upon a bizarre idea and he
has handled it interestingly.

Although Blue Book lacks fantasy fiction during the first half of 1916
several interesting items crop up a decade later, The January, 1926 number in-
cludes "The rlack Star" by George L. Inapp, and April's issue has the sane auth-
or back again with "McFKeever's Dinesaur." The latter is a humorous fantasy, and
the former tale is about an invading sun---similar to the When Worlds Collide
theme---and is quite well done, lay features "Thc Lingbird" by Kenneth Gilbert.

Arpogy-Allstory Weekly has Katherine Haviland Taylor's weird, inexpli-
cable little fantasy "The Return" in its April 17, 1926 issue; this story con=-
cerns an apparition and the love of a man and woman after death, and is quite
good, "The Thing that Hunts in the Night" by Marshall South (liay 15) is another
theme entirely. This is an adventure yarn about an ellegedly haunted lost mine
in Mexico, which turns out to be guarded merely by & deformed indian, It con-
forms perfectly to the usual boy-meets-girl formula, being made readable only by
a little atwosphere. With the June 26 number Ralph lilne Farley starts the lat-
est adventures of Miles Cabot in a five-part serial, "The Radio Planet," Cabot
returns to Venus, and, landing on the wrong continent, becomes involved in & se~
ries of narrow escapes and daring exploits with his old enemies, the Formian
Ants, Along with part one of this novel is John ‘/ilstach's “Genius Epidemic,”
A child genius in a small town dies, and the local doctor extracts some pineal
fluid from the body, injecting it into other members of the community. They too
become geniuses-~-and too many geniuses quickly disrupts things, until finally
the doctor discovers a cure, The story is very well told,

During the second quarter of 1986 the only fantasy to be found in Are
gogy is "The Witch-liakers" of Donald Vandrei, which hes since beon reprinted in
Famous Fantastic Mysteries and the author's collection The Eve and tho Finger.
This interesting story, to be found in the May 2nd issue, concerns the frans«<:
fer of a man's ego into bodies of several African animals,

The 1936 Blue Book continues "Tarzan and the Immortal Men," while that
January Ray Cummings for once remeined on earth in the right size and time with
his "Man with & Platinum Rib," an above-average futuristic crime tale.

en=000===

.The World

by
Christina G. Rossetti

By day she woos me, soft, exceeding fair:
But all night as the moon so changeth she;
Loathesome and foul with hideous leprosy,
And subtile serpents gliding in her hair.
By day she woos me to the outer air,
Ripe fruits, sweet flowers, and full satiety:
But through the night, a beast she grins at me,
A very monster void of love and prayer.

By day she stands a lie: by night she stands

In all the neked horror of the truth,
With pushing horns and clawed and clutching hands.
Is this a friend indeed, that I should sell

1y soul to her, give her my life and youth,
Till my feet, cloven too, take hold on hell?

o
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The Immortal Storm

A History of Science=Fiction Fandom

by
Sam lloskowitz

(part 3)

IX
The New ISA and The Internationzal Observer

in 1932, es a result of letters interchanged in the reaasrs' column of
Amazing otories megazine, a correspondence had sprung up among Carl Johngon, E,
C, Love and Walter Kubilus, The three decided to form an organizetion for the
benefit of science-fiction advocates, and, formulating it on the bagis of Gerns-
back's ideal that fans should be science hobbyists (= genesis similar to that of
the old 3cience Correspondence Club), they founded the Edison Science Club. Co-
incident with this mction, The Edison Science Correspondence Club Journgl was is-
gued, ©lections held in September, 1932 elevated Love to presidency, and gave
the posts of viceepresident and secretary-treasuror to Johnson and William Palme
or rospcctively. At first the group prospered, but all too soon many felt ham-
pered by the lack of facilities for expansion, 3o, believing that the organiza-
tion was siwply becoming enmired ever more deeply in a hopeless rut, members Kuw
bilus and Gervais left the parent body snd formulated plans for the Cosmoe .Sci-
ence Club. Lhen John B. i'ichel entered the scene ho suggested the addition o f
the word "International" to the new club's title. =sand he, together with the oth-
er two, published & fan magezine, Radiggram, which published & miscellaneous as-
sortment of odds and ends and ran for but two issues. Failing in his attempts to
strengthen the Edison Science Club after the defection of Kubilus and Gervais,
Love ceded all its rights to the two for their International Cosmos Science Club
and publicly announced the fact in a bulletin titled The Zdiogram.

Upon learning of the ICSC, Willimm 5. Sykore felt that it was an excel=-
lent beginning for & type of club he had in mind. He became a member, and noting
that progress wes &t & virtual stendstill because of abandonment of its publica-
tion and inefficient campaigning for new recruits---the latter reason, ironical-
1y enough, huving been the main one for its secession from the parent E5Ce»=he
arranged with liichel for his own appointment to the chairmanship to a committes
posseasing virtually dictatorial powers, being even entrusted with the authority
to interpret the club's constitution to the membership,

But before describing the first important events of Sykora's fan ca=-
reer, lot us consider briefly the man's background, Sykora first appeared on
the scene during the latter days of the Scienceers. Indeed, after the dissolus
tion of this group, he appromched Classer and Unger carly in 1934 in an unsuc-
cessful attwwpt to bring ebout its revival, To understand him best, it must be
realized that William Sykora was an old-time science-fictionist, He epitomized
the Gernsback ideal that all readers of the genre should consider the advancement
of science their serious aim., He had amassed a solid scientific baclkground, and
his cellar boasted a well-equipped laboratory., Beside an excellent science~fic-
tion collected rested an imposing assemblage of scientific tomes. Several short
erticles by him had appeared.in the pages of Science end Mechanics, including "A
Scientific Paradox," & prize-winning entry in a contest sponsored by this maga-
zine. He garnered yet another prize in a similar contest published in Mechanicg
and Handicraft. Undoubtedly he wos & person of intelligence and capability. The
old ISA and its Cosmology had alweys fascinated himj to his mind, this was the
type of organization fandom needed., And when all efforts to revive the OScien=
ceers ceme to naught, he therefore cast about for means whereby a new group con-
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forming to these ideals might be found. In so doing he contacted the Interna-
tional Cosmos Science Club through Michel, hig friend.

Realizing immediately the ICSC's potentialities, Sykora lost no time in
utilizing hig newly-won powers in that organization. On the strength of Michel's
association with The Radiogram, he was entrusted with the editorship of The In-~
ternational Cbserver, the revitalized club's official organ, Perhaps unexpect=-
edly, Michel seemed to have a flare for this type of work, IHe created for The
International Observer the first silk-screened cover ever seen in the fan world,
From the first issue these covers; astoundingly well done for an amateur, lent
to the magazine a distinctive, pleasing appearence unlike that found in the ma=-
jority of its fan competitors. This enviable standard was maintained throughout
its entire life.

The second issue of this publication presented a constitution,as drawn
up by & comuwittee composed of Edward Gervais, Day Gee and liichel. (Gervais will
be remembered as an outstanding member of the Terrestrial Fantascience Guild and
Gee had been on the roster of Palmer's International Scientific Association.)This
constitution was unique in that it represented the first effort of a science=-
fiction fan club to establish anything resembling the mechanics of democracy. And
although dewocracy often limped badly during the IC5C's history, there was evi-
dent at all times some semblance of its presence,

In theory, the club was designed to embrace both science hobbyists and
science~fiction fans; this was borne out, furthermore, by the International Ob=-
server's byline, "of science and science-~fiction." As long as the first presi-
dent, Edwerd Gervais, was in oiffice, however, the euphasis was on science, and
fiction was almost completely crowded out of the club's periodical, The latter
was divided into such sectional headings as “"Chemistry," "Physics," "astronomy"
and "Biology,” and its articles bore such staid titles as "Neutronium," "Color=-
Waves," "Diawmonds," "A Visit to the Adlar Planetarium," etc, Nevertheless, some
topics of fictional interest were introduced from the very first., Michel wrote
an interesting column titled "The Science Fiction Critic," A contest for -the
best original story wes announced in the second number of The International Ob=-
server, this being open to all members who had paid their dues in full, (5his
contest was won by Florence Rcider, an active member of the Chicago SFL chapter. )
A second contest of different nature was announced later.

Sykora' influence was also evident in the inception of a club library,
composed of both scientific and fie€tional volumes, which was kept at his home.
It was dus in no small measure to him as well that the club's publication main-
tained a regular, monthly schedule of appeorance, and that its membership grew
steadily larger,

The International Cosmos Science Club was, of course, no local group.
Nevertheless many of its adherents lived in the greater New York area, and so it
was hardly surprising that they should affirm their presence by designating them-
selves a local chapter., This was done on February 3, 1935, at a meeting attend-
ed by Sykora, Wollheim, ilichel and Herbert Goudket. Thereafter the group met reg-
ularly at oykera's home, and these gatherings often reached peaks of interest
that surpassed many of the best SFL chapter meetings,

nside from the social benefits inveolved, the chapter undertook many
worthwhile activities., The first of these was a series of experiments inamateur
rocketry. Four rockets constructed by Sykora were leunched on March 10, 1935
in the presence of the New York chapter of the IC3C and representatives of sev-
eral SFL chapters, While none of these rockets achieved startling success, the
subsequent account of the experiments written by Sykora were extremely well done,
end drew forth profound respect from all querters, lotion pictures of these ex-
periments were taken, and were later shown al Queens SFL meetings among other
places, It is obvious that despite the club's comparitively small roster it was
very active and possessed of great potemtialities because of alert leadership,
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Attempts were made to get publicity for the organization through the
SFL, Gervaeis' letter to Hornig met, however, with a curt rebuff,

.sewe are not going to ask our readers to join an=
other science fiction organization when the 8.F.L. gives and
will give everything that can be asked for and is open to
alle--even those who cannot afford the $1.50 dues of your or=
ganization (which makes the ICSC look a bit commercial in
nature).

We can see absolutely no advantage in your organ-
ization over the S.F.L. If you can show us anything that the
1CSC can do that the League cannot, we would be willing to
go into this further.

This reply was printed above Hornig's signature in the International
Observer; it was not commented upon editorially, and the matter was dropped. But
it was the penesis of later discord with the SFL. The ICSC quickly and decise
ively showed that it could indeed accomplish things that the SFL could not---and
the first of these wes the rocketry experiment noted above, This achievement
was begrudgingly acknowledged in the League's column in Wonder Stories. It be=-
came immediately obvious that Hornig had taken the wrong tack. The ICBC at this
time was predominately a scientific-minded organization, and could easily have
been accorded an official blessing and recommendation as a haven for science=
hobbyists. Hornig's rough handling of the group, which he insisted on treating
as a competing one, not only showed a lack of mature acumen but proved to have
disastrous results,

The election of Rebruary 13, 1935 had raised Sykora to presidency, Ger-
vais having been reduced to the vice president’'s post and liichel and Goudket be-
ing given the respective positions of secretary and treasurer. The leaders thus
swept into power almost immediately transformed the ICSC into a militant group.
As we have seen, Hornig's attitude had certainly not made relations with the SFL
any more friendly. On top of this, personal arguments at local New York chapter
meetings made them even less so., But they deteriorated into open animosity when
Wollheim recounted to membors in all its sordid detail the non - payment scandal
he had recently uncovered.

"he ICSC, which had previously lent but mildly passive aid to the Ter-
restrial Fantescience Guild, now coSperated completely in an all~ out mutual efe
fort to smash the Science Fiction League and Wonder Storieg itself., ICSC members
mimeographed on club equipment the April, 1935 number of the TFG Bulletin, which
contained wollheim's expose of Gernsback's policies, and helped distribute it as
well, They emphasized their own democratic constituiion with the slogan "the
only members' club"--~in contrast, of course, to the League, where members had
no appeal from arbitrary decisions of the assistant secretary. They igsued a fan
magazine titled Flabbergasting Htories, obviously a burlesque of Wonder bptories,
which bore the byline "a schrechlich publication.," 1In this appeared humerous
barbed allusions to the non-payment practice and references to a "Soxy Science-
Fiction Joviet Auxiliary" for frustrated fans, caricaturing the SFL,

lichel's "Science Fiction Critic" column in The International Cbserver
printed decidedly unfavorable reviews of the fietion in Wonder Stories. Editor-
jals urged readers to get the TFG Bulletin and learn of the Gernsback scandal. A
new column called "Sun Spots" was initiated by Wollheim, and revealed how Gerng=
back had aided the dissolution of the old Scienceers, first by attempts 1o make
them bocome the unwilling nucleus of the American Interplanetary Society, and
then by not paying (as promised) for their meeting room at tho Museum of Natural
Higtory---thus inferring that Gernsback spent most of his spare time in disrupt-
ing fan organizations. Simultancously an attack was launched at the editors of
Fantasgy lagagine, who were labclled as traitors to the fan field for keeping sc-
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cret the infamous Gernsback affair and for refusing to print in their magazine
anything which reflected unfavorably upon him or Wonder Stories. The intolerance
of the Fantasy Magazine group toward newcomers in the field was thus also reap-
ing its harvest of opposition,

with each succeeding issue of The International Observer these attacks
increased in volume and effectiveness. Those found in the "Sun Spots" column in
particular left no line of fire untried, Wollheim showed a real talent for pre~
genting legitimate news items in such a way that they reflected unfavorably upon
Hornig, the Science Fiction League, Wonder Stories and Fantasy Magazine. He was
an implacable foe, and had his column received wider circulation it seems quite
likely that it could have brought the SFL to its knees without outside aid., In-
deed, Wollheim boasted of his knowledge that copies of The International Observer
were in the Wonder Stories editoriul office, with all comments relevant to the
situation encircled., (These very copies are now in the possession of this his-
toriany and have proved invelueble in compiling an account of the affair, Woll-
heim was not correct, however, in stating that such words as "untrue" and "scan-
dalous" had been pencilled in the margins beside such comments. Moreover, inter-
est had not been confined solely to this feud, for Schwartz had also encircled
all statementis relative to the Anthony Gilmore exposé as well as Tucker's "leath,)
Michel's column, "The Science Fiction Critic," was likewise active in the battle.
In it he once remarked:

I believe fantaesy saw its best days when it | Fan-

tasy Magazinel was the Science Fiction Digest in purpose as

well as name, lately it has bacome the stamping ground for

Charled D, Hornig, managing editor of Wondor Stories, who has

taken it over (apparently) and is using it as a medium to

advertise his magazine, I think this is an obvious fact,

Letters from an anonymous party terming himgelf "The Fantasiest" began
to circulate among SFL chapter heads, with effective propaganda against the
League, Ruppert, a friend of Hornig, once intimated that if he were to reveal
to the president of the Authors League all that he knew about Gernsback steps
would be immediately taken to put him out of business. At a meeting of the New
York chapter Hornig himsalf was tricked into stating that the SFL's chief purpose
wag a commercial one,

For a while Hornig refrained from making any public statements. But
the relentlcss pressure could not long be endured., His first defense was in the
neturc of vaguely phrased references to parties attempting to "undermine'"the SFL
who, he hoped, "would mend their ways." When this did no good, he threatened to
"reorganize" the New York chapter, stating that the poor showing made by some of
the top fans in the field there was shameful, The result being but to increase
the activity of his opposition, Hornig resorted to a despmrate and sensational
expedient to quell this dangerous uprising. 'The September, 1935 number of Wonder
Stories carried the following announcement:

THREE MELBERS EXPELL.D

It grieves us to announce that we have found the
first disloyalty in our organization. We have discovered
that three of our members, who run what they consider a com=
peting club to the SFL, have done all within their power,
through personal letters and published notices, to disrepute
the league, Wonder Stories, and the Gernsback outfit by
spreading gross untruths and libellous slander to other sci-
ence-fiction fans and authors. They joined the League only
to be able to attack it better, We are extremely sorry
that we cannot know every fan's intentions when applications
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are received, but we have proved only thres-tenths of one per
cent wrong in our enrolment, so we hope that the other mem-
bers will forgive us. These members we expelled on June 12th,
Their nemes are Donald A, Wollheim, John B, Michel, and Wil-
liam S. Sykora--~three active fans who just got +themselves
onto the wrong road.,

The attitude of fandom as a whole toward this expulsion was relatively
passive., ost readers knew little, if anything, of the grim struggle between the
SFL and the ICSC, Some had probebly formed en unfavorable opinion of Wwollheim
through his extremely critical letters published in Jionder Stories' readers col-
umn, and therefore dismissed the incident as an unpleasantly justified one., Only
a handful was aware, through IC5C-distributed propagenda, of the other side to
the mattor, At least one important fan, however, Fred Anger, resigned in protest
to the action, Among the active fans---outside of the Fantasy Magazing group---
sympathy with the outcasts was general,

If the rightcousness of thoir motives wers.dieregarded, there would be
no doubt that the three richly deserved to be expelled. But Hornig had blundered
again. Wollheim, as we have noted, hed made himself unpopular through publica-
cation of nis letters criticizing (among other things) the magazine's policy of
reprinting German science-fiction; his unpopularity was not due to being wrong
on these points, but rather to the man's habit of incorporating in each of his
letters some personal slurs or innuendos entirely unnecessary to the success of
his srguments., (This chearecteristic was apparent again and again in his later
fan life, and often operated to cancel out an entire line of reasoning in minds
of readers, losing for Wollheim debates he had easily won if simple logic alone
were taken into consideration,) Thus Wollheim could safely have been offered up
as & scapegoat, for beyond the publication and editing of the magazine contain-
ing the bulk of his attacks Sykore had printed no attack of his own, and Michel
had been largely concerned with the Fantasy Magazine group rather than with the
SFL., When the comparitively passive Sykora end Michel found themselves in the
gsame boat with Wollheim they saw rcd, and thenceforward took an unqualifiedly
active role in the campaign, Hornig thus succeeded only in uniting a vengeful
opposition c¢ven more determinedly egainst him, and the rosult was to be stark
mclodrama in the meeting halls of the SFL chapters,

X
Other Happenings of 1935

In Austin, Texas an individual nemed D. Re Welsh had gine into business,
buying and selling science~fiction and fan magazines. This enterprise he con-
ducted under tho name of the Science Fiction Syndicate, In order to further his
busincss by arousing interest in the lesser-known fan publications and such ob-
scure professional efforts as the British Scoops, Welch compiled and William L.
Crawford published the first list of amateur periodicals of fandom. It was en-
titled Science Fiction Bibliography, and its resumé omitted very few items of im=-
portance, It remains to this day a collectors' item of great interest,

In eveluating The International Observer and the TFG Bulletin Welch
remarked that they were "not in themselves worthy of being collected," Learning
of this, Wollheim contacted Welch, informing him of the campaign being waged by
the TFG and the ICSC, asking him to examine recent issues of the organizations'’
official organs and to reconsider his opinion of their importance. Whether fear
of the TFG's campaigns boycotting unfair dealers had some lemt.weight to TWoll-
heim's request is not known, but the fact remgins that Welch shortly thereafter
mimeographed and circulated with copies of his bibliography a one-paged circular
which stated, among other things:
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The Bulletin is now & magazine in which all sci-
ence fiction fans will be intensely interested. The April
issue contains vital information about the failure of Wonder
Stories to pay its authors.

Fans should welcome this magazine which gives them
honest and accurate information,

Nor do we discourage fans from joining The Inter=-
national Cosmos Science Club or subscribing to its official
publication, The International Observer., This magazine has
shown consistent improvement with each issue. Under the
guidance of William S. Sykora and Donald Wollheim it should
wake even greater strides in the future,

Arthur ("Bob") Tucker will be remembered as a contributor to the pages
of The Fantusy Fan and Fantasy legazine, both serious efforts and humorous ones
coming frow his pen., Of the latter (many of which bore the byline of his alter
ego, "Hoy Ping Pong") such extrapolations on science~fiction as his account of a
future fan convention held on the planet Pluto proved most popular. His clown-
ing spread to the magazines' reader-columns, where, hitting upon the notion of
parodying readers' requests, it reached its acme of notoriety. Readers from time
immemorial had complained about paper-quality, type-size, rough edges, quality of
illustrations, the magazines' sizes, and so on, Tucker decided to show them how
ridiculous and picayune all this was, and with characteristic mock seriousness
wrote to the editor of Astounding Stories, demanding that the wire staples which
bound the wagezine together be removed, as they disgraced the field by ‘indicting
its originaliiy: Flavored chewing-gum, he hinted, would be preferable; and for
true dignity nothing could surpass the platinum fastener, To carry out his plan,
Tucker appointed himself dictator of the Society for the Prevention of wire Sta-
ples in Scientifiction Mapguzines-~~or the SPWSSTFL for short,

The very absurdity of the movement caught the fickle juvenile fancy of
the fens. & flood of letters pro and con poured in, the mock controversy giving
rise to dozens of similar organizationsy cach and every one of which designated
itself by a long set of initials. The primery opposing group was headed by High
Cocolorum Doneld A. Wollhaim; it called itself the IAOPUMUKNFSTFPUSA, which stood
for Internationel and Allied Organizetion for thc Purpose of Upholding end Main=-
taining the Use of Motallic Fasteners in Science Fietion Publicetionsof the Uni-
ted States of America. Uncomplimentary remarks were exchanged between the rival
groups in their official publications--~these being Tucker's renowned D'Journal,
whose membership list allegedly included many leading authors end editors, and
Wollheim's Polymorphanucleated Leucocytes The final rounds of the battle were
unquestionably Wollheim's, for it was shown that D'Journal had, contrary to its
ethical stend, used staples for binding,

Reader-reaction soon turned against the alphabstical societies as the
more mature faction of the audicnce begen to assert itself, however., But the
horseplay was not destined to peter out out ignominiously, being brought to an
ebrupt and dramatic conclusion by two letters printed in the Januery, 1936 issue
of Astounding Stories., The first was a letter from one Anne Smidley, notifying
the magazine's readers of the death of Bob Tucker, who was operated _upon, and
"never racovered consciousness,'" The second was from Tucker himself, ostensibly
written before the operation, in which he requested all the alphabetical socie-
ties to combine into two opposing groups. Editor Tremaine in & footnote asked
readers to "accept his challenge'and work for unity,"

The entire affair was so prepostorous---imagine taking the organization
of such groups seriously!---that readers did not know what to believe.  Tucker,
the perfect fan fool, demd? It was inconceivable, ©Some New York skeptics tele-
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graphed Tucker's family, receiving & Twain-like reply from Tucker himself to the
effect that reports of his death were greatly exaggerated, And slowly it became
apparent to fandom that the entire affair had been a hoax, Tucker claimed that
it wes someone else's idea of a joke, and that he himself knew nothing of it; but
Tremaine took an entirely different attitude. He had learned of the hoax before
the copies of the magamzine carrying it reached the newstands, and, with the nat-
ural reaction of a man whose ready sympathy is made light of, he decided that as
far as the readers of Astounding Stories were concerned Tucker would stey dead.
And indeed it was a long, long time, as eras of fandom are reckoned, before let=
ters bearing Tucker's name were published in Astounding again,

although Tucker's D'Journal was not his initial entry into the amateur
publishing field (he was responsible for The Planetoid, an evanescent periodical
appoaring in 1932) it romained for some time his most important one, for though
Wollheim's "Sun Spots" spoke from time to time of projects he was allegedly plan=
ning, 1little or nothing further was heard of thc man until late 1938,

Throughout all the strife of 1935 it is well to keep in mind thet Jule
ius Schwartz and Mort Weisinger had kept Fantesy liagezine far in the front of the
field, and that "the digest of imaginative literature" remained the demd ecenter
of science-fiction fandom. The quality, variety and all-around interest of its
features siuply could not be matched. Its fiction was very good, and included
stories by such top-notch authors as A. Merritt, stories that were obtained at
no cost, while professional publications offering tempting word-rates could ob-
tain from lierritt nary a linoe, The magazine's art work, done by the clever ama-
teur Clay Ferguson, Jr., was likewise up to the same high standard, and compared
favorably with that found in the professional fantasy megszines, With the change
in title from Science Fiction Digest (mede in January, 1934) the coverage of ma=
terial had become broader than ever, and naturally hed resulted in an even wid-
er reader-appeal. After an elaborately fine second enniversary number, a series
of issues dedicated each to a professional fantasy magazine wes lsunched, and
these increused Fantasy Magazine's popularity yet wore, After thres bimonthly
numbers the periodical resumed monthly publication in April, 1935, and from then
until the third anniversary issue its supremacy was impossible to challenge.

(to be continued)
=0

Open House
(letters from our readers)

Groff Conklin, editor of The Best of Science Fiction, writes briefly:

«soyou might keep an eye on Science Illustrated (either the June ar the August is-
gue) for my swipe at the supernatural. As you'll seey, I'm all for freezing sci-
ence~fiction's definition more and more rigidly.... My favorite in the genre is
Lindsay's Voyage to Arcturus, one of the most extroadinary science-fiction- plus
philosophy tales I've ever read---even though it starts off with a seance....

I hope to get out & second anthology, but it‘'1l depend on how long and
how well the first one sells. Frerhaps by next Spring---or even late this Fall.

lintt Onderdonk, one of our contributing editors, telle of a current cinewa of-

fering:

The Boris Karloff picture, Isle of the Dead, which I saw a month or so
ago, wasn't too bad. The acting left something to be desired, but the plot was
good and the director managad to infuse several creepy episodes of first- rate
caliber. I liked the plot of a c¢contest between modern science and the ancient
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Greek gods to see which could save the dwellers on the island from the plague:
much more could have been done with the idea in really expert hands, though. Near
the beginning.there was a. truly eerie portion when the searchers heard a thin,
ghostly voice singing and re-echoing in the caverns of the supposedly deserted
island, « couple of moments of genuine terror came, too, when one of the women
falls into a cataleptic state and is prematurely buried: her ghastly mewings and
scratching from within the tomb were very effective. When the peasant girl wan-
ders into the tomb in the dense darkness and stumbles on the empty coffin, her
screech of abysmal fright is something that 1lifts the audience right out of its
collective seats Therc is some attempt at charactorization in the leading role,
end Karloff does well in trying to make an unconvincing character believable., It
is too bad that the script-writing and the direction was not as uniformly good
throughout as it was in isolated opisodes~---we might have had a first-rate horror
film of classic proportions,...

after rereading Qut of the Silence slowly and critically 1 am more and
more impressed with its stature as a truly great fantasy novel. Cox develops his
theme 30 skilfully and gradually that it is completely convincing when he really
"opens up"s I think I can now see that his mundane opening chapters are wise
because they present a normal end completely believable world from which, once
accepted, the transition to a special domain comes effortlessly and naturally,
His descriptions of the mchievements of the lost civilization are so logical, so
restrained---yot 80 completely engroseing! It is depressing to remember how many
others have tried to omploy this theme with ludicrous and pathstic results, I
believe that Lovecraft would have thought highly of this book in spite of the
romantic elements, After all, the genuine love~-interest is on a classicel plane
and the ordinary girl's interference in the affair seems cheap and childish by
COMpParisofaess

From across the pend Frederick C, Brown writes of new British fantasy volumess

smong the latest titles to appear over here are: Best Ghost stories ed-
ited by ann ihidler (Faber & Faber); Keir Cross's Angry Planet (PeterLunn)s whose
subtitle interestingly states: "an authentic firstehand account of a journey to
llars in the space-ship 'Albatross' compiled from notes and records by various
members of the expedition, and now assembled, together with illustrations, ang
edited for publication by John Keir Cross"; Hanley's What Farrar Saw, wherein
Britons roturn to a gypsy-like existence following huge traffic disorganigations
throughout the country, with towns in a state of seige by reason of food scarci-
ty; and Roberts' Sunrise in the West, which deals with a mythical ministry al-
lowed to rule part of defeated Germany---with thoughteprovoking results. "I be-
lieve the price of each of the latter novels is 76/6, but don't know the pub=
lishers, Three interesting reprints have cropped up, too: Rutter's [onster of
Mu (James, 6/-); The Witchfinder by S. Fowler Wright (Books of Today, 5/~ ), which
is a small, pocket-sized volume of short stories conteining a single fantasy;and
Herbert Reid's Green Child (Grey Walls Press, 12/6), in an edition far superior
to the original one, having fine illustrations printed in colorss..-

wme)(J0e==

Tips on Tales---concluded from page 238

John Buchan's Dancing Floor (1926): The villagers had always hated the chateau,
for it had brought them nothing but evil; and now, after remaining tenantless
for years, it is opened once more by a young heiress. She has not lived  there
for long when it is decided that she is an evil witch, and plans to seize aund
burn her alive on a certain mystic night are laid, How she is saved despite the
guards that block every route of escape from her dwelling is suspensefully toldj
The Dancing Floor is well up to the usual standard of a fine writer.
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